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SECTION 5311 PROJECT ABSTRACT

Applicant Organization: 



Service Provider: 

Project Summary:

(Include total amount and federal portion of funds requested, Goals/Objectives for 2010-2011, Actual Service Area(s), Performance Data, IRS status, actual client group, no. of transportation service vehicles, total capacity, and specify how ARRA has/will have an impact on your project. Be sure to indicate all proposed increases or expansions in services as a result of ARRA) 

	2007-2008 Performance Data:
	2008-2009 Performance Data:

	Total Trips: 
	
	Total Trips:
	

	Fare Box Revenue:
	
	Fare Box Revenue:
	

	Contract Revenue:
	
	Contract Revenue:
	


Year Service Initiated: 

Actual Service Area: 

Type(s) of Service: 

Days and Hours of Operation (indicate if service hours vary depending on day(s) of the week): 

	A. Day of the Week
	B. Hours of Service

	C. Sunday:
	D. 

	E. Monday:
	F. 

	G. Tuesday:
	H. 

	I. Wednesday:
	J. 

	K. Thursday:
	L. 

	M. Friday:
	N. 

	O. Saturday:
	P. 


Q. Vehicles

Existing:

  No.:

Capacity:

Location: 

ARRA Vehicles:
  No.:
 
Capacity:

Location:

(All ARRA vehicles received and/or on order)

Vehicles on Order: 
  No.:

Capacity:

Location:

(Excluding ARRA vehicles)

R. Budget Request

1.  Need for specific resources requested:
Budget Analysis:


Federal Amount Requested:


Total Budget:










   Yes
        No

2. Operating salaries increases are within the (3%) limit.





(if no please justify reason for increase)

3. In-kind contributions are included.

4. At least 50% of Non-operating Match is cash.

5. Project Administration Expenses minus insurance expenses are ____% of Total Budget. (No higher than 20% of the total budget)

6. Section 5311 Funds requested are ___% of Total Budget. (No higher than 55% of the total budget) 

7.  How does the applicant propose the use of income and/or revenue to offset the projected non-operating expenses? (Specify the source and the amounts)

Capital Equipment:

Items Requested:
	No.
	Equipment Description

(i.e. Computer, Radio)
	Total Cost
	Federal Cost
	Justification



	
	
	   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	     
	


8.  Describe specific examples of all coordination activities that your agency has been involved in with other agencies, including Human Service agencies and other transit providers: 

9.  Proposed Regional Planning Effort: (Describe what activities your agency is proposing to do meet the goals identified in the regional plan)

10. Efforts to integrate non-Section 5311 resources in the transportation program: (Examples: in-kind, donation of space, donation of administrative support, etc.)

11. Extent of support by local governments:

12. Extent of public involvement: (Examples: transit advisory board, town hall meetings, customer satisfaction surveys, etc.)
 

13. Service to the disabled and elderly: (include how ARRA resources will assist you in enhancing this task)

14. Accessibility of service to the general public: (include how ARRA resources will assist you in enhancing this task)

15. Experience, structure and personnel of transportation program:

16. Need for service in the project area: 

5311 - Rural General Public Transportation

APPLICATION CHECKLIST













Attachment #1
 FORMCHECKBOX 

1
Application Checklist

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2
Transmittal Letter

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3
Project Summary/Abstract 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4
OMB Standard Form 424

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4a
State Clearinghouse Review

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4b
Regional Clearinghouse Review

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4c
Metropolitan Planning Organization Review

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5
Project Description

 FORMCHECKBOX 

6
Vehicle Inventory

 FORMCHECKBOX 

7
Project Budget and Narrative

 FORMCHECKBOX 

8 
Resolution Authorizing Application

 FORMCHECKBOX 

9
Proof of Publication – Public Hearing

 FORMCHECKBOX 

10
Proof of Publication -  Notice of Intent to Apply

 FORMCHECKBOX 

11
Notification of Intent to Apply Responses and list of local officials notified

 FORMCHECKBOX 

12
Certifications and Assurances - Must be signed by authorized representative and attorney!!



 FORMCHECKBOX 

01
Assurances Required for Each Applicant.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

02
Lobbying Certification.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

03   
Procurement Compliance.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

04
Protection for Private Transportation Providers.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

05
Public Hearing.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

06
Acquisition of Rolling Stock for Use in Revenue Service.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

07
Acquisition of Capital Assets By Lease.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

08
Bus Testing.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

09
Charter Service Agreement. 




10
School Transportation Agreement.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

11
 Demand Responsive Service.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

12
Alcohol Misuse and Prohibited Drug Use.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

13
 Intelligent Transportation Systems



 FORMCHECKBOX 

14
Clean Fuels Grant Program.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

15
Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula   





Program and Pilot Program.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

16
Non-Urbanized Area Formula Program.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

17
Job Access and Reverse Commute Formula Grant Program.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

18
New Freedom ProgrmCertification of Equivalent Service.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

19
Tribal Transit Program 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

20
Infrastructure Finance projects.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

21
Certification of Equivalent Service.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

22
Section 5333(b) Warranty for Application to the Small and Rural Program.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

23
Categorical Exclusion Statement.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

24
Maintenance and Repair Certification.



 FORMCHECKBOX 

25
ADA Paratransit Assurance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

13
Route Schedules and Maps

 FORMCHECKBOX 

14
List of Private Sector Operators 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

15
Letters of Support

 FORMCHECKBOX 

16
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity

 FORMCHECKBOX 

17
Audit Documents!!

 FORMCHECKBOX 

18
Single Agency Audit Certification
 FORMCHECKBOX 

19    Updated Capital Replacement Plan
 FORMCHECKBOX 

20    Approved Indirect Cost Allocation Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 

21
Capital Reserve Account Information

 FORMCHECKBOX 

22
Regional Coordination Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 

23
List of Agency Board of Director’s (names, addresses, telephone#)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

24
Board Bylaws/Articles of Incorporation

I.  THE 5311 APPLICATION PROCESS

The following steps illustrate the chronological order of the application process.

1.
The MDOT announces the availability of funds via published public notice and mailing to the following:


a. 
Existing public transportation providers;


b. 
Human service agencies;


c. 
Private sector transportation providers, including taxi cab operators and intercity bus companies;


d.
Representatives of county government;


e.
Other elected or appointed municipal officials who have expressed an interest;


f.
Other individuals with an interest in public transportation for rural and small urban areas;


g.
Planning and Development District offices; and


h.
Metropolitan Planning Organizations.

2.
The potential applicant requests application forms and guidelines from the Division.

3.
The applicant's governing body passes a resolution authorizing the filing of an application.

4.
The applicant determines the specific characteristics of the proposed transportation service.

5.
The applicant establishes a public comment period by sending notices of intent to apply to area public and private transportation operators, other appropriate agencies, as well as the Regional and State Clearinghouses.

6.
The applicant also provides one (1) copy of the application to the Planning and Development District, the Metropolitan Planning Organization (if required), for clearinghouses review.  The clearinghouses review the application and forward the appropriate confirmations to the applicant. 


One (1) bound original with all applicable certifications and assurances, one (1) bound copy of the original and eight (9) unbound copies of the application without the Certifications and Assurances must be submitted.  All pages of the original and each copy must be numbered.  Forward all documents to the Division by the specified deadline.

7.
The Public Transit staff reviews and evaluates applications to determine eligibility and completeness before preparing a Project Profile for use by the Interagency Transportation Committee.

8. The Interagency Transportation Committee reviews, evaluates, and provides recommendations on applications for consideration in the final selection for funding.

9. Commission approval of application.
10. MDOT submits a statewide application (including a Program of Projects) to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).

11. FTA approves the grant.

12. Contracts are executed between MDOT and the applicant organization. 

II.  GENERAL CONDITIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS

The enclosed materials are to be used in preparation of the complete 5311Program application, which must be submitted by the close of business March 1, 2010.  

This application package contains the necessary forms and instructions for a complete application.  Please read these materials and use Attachment #1 as a checklist when preparing the application.  All requested information must be submitted.  Additional supporting information is welcome. 

There are several considerations that are applicable to all Rural General Public Transportation applications for the 2010-2011 Program Year.  The following considerations must be addressed when developing the project budget and project description:  


1.
The following conditions (a–i) are applicable to existing rural transportation transit systems. 



(a)  
The total federal share of the budget should not increase more than ten percent (10%) above the current funding level. Exceptions will be considered only if clear justification is presented by factors such as service expansion or other major changes in the project.



(b)   Salary increases that are to be reimbursed must be limited to a maximum of 3% or the Consumer Price Index which ever is greater.  Exceptions must be clearly justified.



(c)
Adequate compliance with all reporting requirements of MDOT must be demonstrated;



(d)
Administrative salary increases must be related to project performance and or innovative activities.



(e)
Documentation of successful accomplishment of the most recent project goals and objectives reported to the Public Transit Division or documentation as to why goals and objectives were not accomplished must be presented.



(f)
Project vehicle insurance shall be based on replacement cost or fair market value of each vehicle.


(g)
Training and related travel may be eligible for RTAP funding.



(h)
Inventory of Public Transit Vehicles (Attachment 6) must include complete information on all vehicles that are proposed to be operated through the project.


(i)
When justifying the need for service the following information must be provided: 




- Need or demand projections, including methodology;




- Increases/decreases in passenger trips over last two year levels;




- Decrease in operating cost as compared to last two years;




- Improved cost recovery ratio as compared to last two years;




- Increase in revenue sources and amounts;




- Decrease in cost per passenger trips as compared to last two years;

- Development and/or implementation of unique or exceptional project activities that may      
improve project performance, increase revenues or reduce federal subsidies.


2.
In‑kind must be clearly documented and must directly benefit the project.  Goods and/or services funded by a U.S. Department of Transportation federal source may not be claimed as in‑kind for this program.  


3.
At a maximum, the total Section 5311 funds approved shall not exceed 55% of the total project budget. 


4.
Project administrative expenses should not exceed 20% of the total budget. Exceptions must be clearly justified.

5.
Budget narratives must accompany all project budgets.  Sufficient explanation of how line items were calculated must be included in the narrative.  Particular attention must be given to justification for the following operation expenses line items:  number and type(s) of drivers; other staff; fuel projections, preventive maintenance parts/labor and all “other” cost.



a.
The project, along with the Division, is responsible for controlling and monitoring all project cost the budget should be based on realistic projections. During the course of the project it may be necessary to revise the budget (i.e. transfer funds between line items).  Therefore over projections should be avoided. If needed, funds may be transferred from one line to another within the non‑operating and operating categories, but not between the two categories.  Such transfers will be limited to quarterly budget revisions. 



b.
If justified during the course of the project, the budget may be increased via an amendment. Project budget amendments differ from revisions because amendments require a change in the federal funds approved for the project and amendments require the execution of a Supplemental Agreement.

        c.  
Any projected and actual revenues available to offset non-operating expenses must be included and identified in the Project budget.  (Example: contract funds that were identified via the projects cost allocation methodology to pay for administrative overhead).  Amounts from all contracts that can be attributed to administrative costs are to be included in the budget on line item 22, "Revenues Applied to Non-Operating Expenses".

                 d.   
Each applicant must include with the application an updated copy of the current or                       
projected Five Year Capital Replacement Plan.

                 e.   
Each applicant must include with the application a statement of whether a Capital Reserve Account will be maintained during the proposed program year. The statement must include the amount that is proposed to be funded from projected revenues, and any carry over funds based on existing funds in the account.   


6.
Indirect project overhead rates must be supported by an approved indirect cost plan. The current approved indirect cost plan must be included in the application and will be approved only to the extent that Section 5311 funds are available or to the extent program income can be used to offset these costs.


7.
Each applicant should carefully follow the application instructions and answer all questions as completely and explicitly as possible.


8.
Route schedules and route maps are to be submitted as an appendix to the application. 



Route maps may be submitted in a format similar to Appendix A (Route Map Sample).


9.

All applicants must comply with the deadline for submission.  In order to meet the deadline completed applications may either be hand delivered or postmarked by the specified date.



10.
All applicants are required to submit a copy of the sponsoring organizations most recent 
audited financial statements, single agency audit as appropriate and single agency audit certification that is included in the application package.



11.
All applicants must attach a copy of their agency Board Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation as appropriate.  Also a list of the agency’s Board of Director’s names, addresses and telephone numbers must be attached.   


Applicants are reminded that a copy must be submitted to the Regional and State Clearinghouses.  All applications should be addressed to:

Mr. Charles R. Carr, Administrator

Public Transit Division

Mississippi Department of Transportation

Post Office Box 1850/Mail Code 61-01

Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1850

III.  APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Before a project can be evaluated and selected for inclusion in the Annual Program of Projects, the following procedures must be used to submit a complete application.  The project application must be organized in accordance with the enclosed Rural General Public Transportation Project Application Checklist (See Section VIII, Attachment #1), and in the same sequence.  A completed copy of the checklist must be included with the application, showing that all other attachments, application requirements and exhibits are present.  One (1) bound original and nine (9) unbound copies of the application must be submitted.  The original application must be bound (i.e. folders or notebooks) and all pages must be numbered.  Failure to submit a complete application will result in the application not being reviewed until all information is received and the application is deemed complete.  If additional information is requested, and an adequate response is not received within the stated time period, review of the application shall be jeopardized.  Applicants are urged to review the Rural General Public Transportation Project Application Checklist and Project Selection Criteria to assure that the application is complete. 

1.  Transmittal Letter (See Section VII) 

Mr. Larry L. Brown


Executive Director


Mississippi Department of Transportation


C/O Charles R. Carr


Post Office Box 1850/Mail Code 61-01


Jackson, Mississippi 39215‑1850

2.
Project Summary/Abstract

Please summarize the proposed project by providing at least the following information:  applicant name, type of organization, total cost (including federal 5311 share requested), service area, type of services, hours of operation, number of vehicles operated, number of proposed passenger trips, proposed changes in type or level of service(s), documentation of need that supports the application and relationship of this application to the local coordinated planning efforts.

3.
Clearinghouse Review
A complete copy of the application, including OMB Standard Form 424, must be submitted to the appropriate clearinghouse(s) (i.e., state clearinghouse, and planning district) for review.  Upon receipt of the clearinghouse review comments, documents must be forwarded to the Division for insertion in the project application (See Section VII for sample transmittal letters).


A.
Director ‑ Regional Clearinghouse (i.e. appropriate Planning and Development District)


B.
Ms. Janet Riddell, Clearinghouse Officer



Department of Finance Administration


1301 Woolfolk Building - Suite E



501 North West Street



Jackson, MS 39201

4.
Planning Requirements:  Urbanized Areas

Section 5311 project applications that include urbanized areas (areas having more than 50,000 population) must be submitted to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and included in the annual element of the MPO's Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). In accordance with guidance issued by the Federal Transportation Administration, projects must be evaluated and recommended as a part of the public transit planning element of the area's comprehensive transportation planning process.  These projects must be identified as elements in the regional program to improve public transportation services.  Emphasis will be given to activities that provide for the coordination of Section 5311 projects with other transportation services.  Sample letters for obtaining intergovernmental review and MPO processing are provided in Section VII.

5.
Planning Requirements:  REGIONAL COORDINATION – IMPORTANT!!!
Recent federal regulations strongly emphasize that projects selected for funding under the Section 5311 program should be derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan. The plan should be developed through a process that includes representatives for public, private, and non-profit transportation and human service providers as well as participation by members of the public.

The coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan identifies the transportation needs of individuals with disabilities, older adults, and people with low incomes, provides strategies for meeting those local needs and prioritizes transportation services for funding and implementation.  Plans may be developed on a local, regional, or statewide level.  The agency leading the planning process is decided locally.

6.
Consultation with Local Officials

Notification of intent to apply for federal funds along with an application summary must be submitted to the city and county elected officials of all counties served.  Copies of responses received must be included with the application.  A list of local officials that the Notice was sent to must be included with the application in lieu of the forms that were sent.  

7.
Project Description 


The Project Description (Section V) must be completed accurately.

8.
Public Hearing and Notification Process

Each applicant for Section 5311 funds must afford the public an opportunity to comment on the proposed project.  A public hearing may be held and is strongly recommended.  If a public hearing is held, the applicant must publish a public notice regarding the hearing and must include in the notice:



a.  the name of the applicant;



b.  the proposed service area of the project;



c.  a description of the project; and,



d.  the time, date and place of the hearing.

The public hearing notice must be published at least twice in a newspaper having general circulation in the service area of the project.  The first notice must appear at least fifteen (15) days, but no more than thirty (30) days, prior to the date of the hearing.  The hearing should be held at a place and during a time convenient for persons affected by the proposed project.  For projects proposing services for more than one county, a public hearing may be held in each county or a hearing may be held for several counties at one location, if the location is easily accessible to all interested parties.  The applicant must take particular care to ensure that the hearing place is accessible to disabled persons.  To assist in the preparation of the public notice, a Sample Public Hearing Notice (See Section VII) is enclosed.


As documentation of the public hearing, the applicant must submit:



a.   certified copies of both public hearing notices;



b.   a summary of the proceedings of the hearing (a typed summary based on a tape recording is acceptable);


        c.   copies of any written statements or exhibits presented at the hearing or submitted to           the applicant;  and,



d.   copy of attendance roster.

If the applicant chooses not to hold a public hearing; applicants are required to invite comments by publishing a notice in a newspaper having general circulation in the service area. The notice must include the location the public may review the project application and the timeframe for which comments will be accepted. The applicant must provide an option for a hearing to be requested by the general public. If a public hearing is requested the applicant must follow the guidance noted above for notice of public hearing. The applicant should plan the application development schedule in a manner that will allow for ample notification that a hearing is to be held if requested. The applicant must also provide the documentation of the public hearing as provided above. The applicant must also maintain a record of written comments received regarding the proposed project.
9.    The applicant must also publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation, notifying public, private and paratransit operators of its intent to apply for funds through the Section 5311 Rural General Public Transportation Program. A sample of Public Notice of Intent to Apply is included in Section VII.    

IV. PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA

Priority of Projects

Based on complete applications, Rural General Public Transportation Projects will be prioritized for funding as follows:

1.
Projects receiving first priority will be existing Rural General Public Transportation transit systems that demonstrate effective coordination of available resources and have otherwise been operating satisfactorily based on the MDOT's monitoring, review and audit procedures.

2.
The second priority will include established public transportation systems in operation under Section 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Act.

3.
The third priority will be for newly created rural general public transportation services.

4.
The fourth priority will be given to projects previously funded under Section 5310 of the Federal Transit Act or providers of other special purpose transportation services not available to the general public that are establishing coordinated general public transit systems.

SELECTION CRITERIA AND GUIDES FOR RANKING 
The following criteria have been established to guide the Division in selecting applicants for funding.  These criteria will be used in evaluating all pre-applications and complete applications submitted to the Division.

Criteria/Weight Factor - (1):
Need for service in the project area for general public and special clients - Weight 35 points

Guides for Ranking
The number of potential and/or actual transportation users in service area not adequately served with existing system(s). The availability of under-utilized vehicles will also be evaluated.



A.
Documentation of service level need(s) or demand as evidence by ridership projections, surveys, demand analysis or documentation of unmet requests for service.  (10)



B.
Statement of measurable service delivery goals and specific objectives.  (10)



C.
Documentation of system performance and improvement;  (10)




- Increase in passenger trips over last two year's level.




- Expansion of service area;




- Increase in routes;



- Increase in hours of operation;



- Increase in the number of revenue vehicles;



- Response to marketing efforts.




D.
Documentation that proposed linkages or coordination will increase accessibility 




and or effectiveness of intercity bus service (e.g. services provided for unserved and underserved areas).   (5)


Criteria/Weight Factor – (2):
Need for specific resources requested - Weight 30 points

Guides for Ranking
Evidence of clear justification for each item requested;



A.
Documentation of need for routine capital equipment requested.   (5)



B.
Documentation of the need for additional resources to support intercity bus service. (5)


C.
Documentation of need for staff positions requested.   (10)



D.
Documentation that allocation of resources, i.e. staff and vehicles reflect service



demand.   (10)

Criteria/Weight Factor – (3):   Accessibility of service to the general public – Weight 40 points

Guides for Ranking
Evidence that the proposed service(s) will be available to the general public, e.g. route schedules, total projected ridership, and average hours of operation per week, etc.; “INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED THROUGH MONITORING AND PERFORMANCE DATA ACQUIRED BY MDOT's PUBLIC TRANSIT DIVISION."



A.
Fixed route services are provided.   (5)



B.
Less than 5 days per week and 8 hours per day.   (5)



C.
At least 5 days per week and 8 hours per day.   (15)



D.
More than 5 days per week and 8 hours per day.   (20)



E.
Services are publicized.   (5)



F.
Linkages are shown with existing intercity bus routes and facilities.   (5)



G.
Service(s) are designed and operated to encourage general public use (10)

Criteria/Weight Factor  - (4):  Service to the disabled and elderly - Weight 25 points

Guides for Ranking
Capacity and level of services provided to the disabled and elderly general public.  Service provided to these groups must be reasonable by comparison with service provided to the general public;



A.
Availability of accessible vehicles.

(5)



B.
Availability of demand response services.
(5)



C.
Availability of regularly scheduled services for disabled and elderly.
(5)



D.
Documentation of services provided to disabled and elderly persons.
(5)



E.
Discount fare available for elderly and disabled persons.
(5)

Criteria/Weight Factor - (5):  Coordination with other transportation providers in the service area, both public and private - Weight 30 points

Guides for Ranking
The percentage of transportation providers, which are coordinated within the application proposal as compared to all transportation providers in the service area;

A.
Evidence of effort to coordinate: routes, shared vehicle use, maintenance, etc. with other public transportation providers in the service area.    (5)

B.
Evidence of effort to coordinate with private providers, especially intercity carriers (e.g., shared facilities and feeder routes).  (5)

C.
Documentation of successful coordination effort(s).  (10) 

D.
Evidence that coordination effort(s) will result in an increased level of service efficiency and/or effectiveness, e.g. greater accessibility and reduced operating costs for general public specialized and/or intercity services. (10)

Criteria/Weight Factor – (6): Coordination with human service agencies which are not transit providers, especially those agencies capable of purchasing services - Weight 30 points

Guides for Ranking
The level of coordination is evidenced in the application between the social service agencies and the applicant.  The extent of increased levels of efficiency that will be generated;

A.
Evidence of effort to coordinate transportation services with human service agencies, especially those capable of purchasing services.  (5)  

B.
Evidence of "purchase of service" contract(s) with human service agency(ies). (10) 

C.
Evidence that contractual effort(s) will result in an increased level of efficiency. (10)

D.
Evidence that contractual effort(s) will result in an increased level of effectiveness.  (5)

Criteria/Weight Factor – (7):  Extent of public involvement - Weight 25 points

Guides for Ranking
Evidence of public participation in developing the project proposal and participation in the local planning process;

A.
Evidence of effort to secure public participation in the planning of the project.  (5)

B.
Evidence that a regional plan exist for service area being proposed.  (10)

C.
Evidence that the project is included in the local/regional planning process, e.g. Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO’s), Planning and Development Districts (PDD’s), city or county planning process.  (10)

Criteria/Weight Factor – (8):  Extent of local/government support - Weight 15 points

Guides for Ranking
Evidence of support (letters, resolutions, local match commitment) by local governments in providing resources to ensure continued viability of the project;

A.
Documentation of support from local governments and others.  (5) 

B.
Commitment of funds for local match from funding sources other than the applicant. (10)  

Criteria/Weight Factor – (9):  Organizational structure and personnel to be used for transportation project - Weight 15 points

Guides for Ranking
History of applicant's experience in provision of public services and coordination of resources. Organizational structure of applicant and incorporation purpose.  Allotments of staff time to the transportation program;

A.
Adequate number of staff   (5)

B.
Adequate type of staff   (5)

C.
Adequate allotment of staff time   (5)

Criteria/Weight Factor – (10): Efforts to integrate other resources within the Section 5311 Program budget - Weight 25 points

Guides for Ranking
Extent of other transportation funds that are integrated into the proposed total project budget;

A.
Documentation of funds available for overmatch that are included in the budget.   (10)

B.
Documentation of funds used to offset non-operating expenditures.   (10)

C.
Documentation of efforts to integrate resources other than funds.   (5)

Criteria/Weight Factor – (11):  Program Compliance - Weight 30 Points

A.
Documentation of grantee's compliance with MDOT's monthly, semi-annual, and annual reporting requirements.  (5)

B.
Documentation of an adequate maintenance program.  (5)
C.
Documentation that all audit requirements were met.    (5)

D.
Documentation that all ADA reporting requirements are being met.  (5)

E.
Resolution of compliance issues that resulted from MDOT monitoring (10)

V. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
1.
SPONSORING AGENCY INFORMATION
Sponsoring Agency: ____________________________ 

Year of Inception:  _____________________________  

Contact Person (Give name and title):
 _____________________________   

Address:  ______________________   

Phone: _________________________   E-mail:_____________________________
Type of Agency: (check one)*
 FORMCHECKBOX 

a. Public Non-profit

 FORMCHECKBOX 

b. Governmental

 FORMCHECKBOX 

c. Private Non-profit

 FORMCHECKBOX 

d. Other (specify):  _____________________________  

Primary Agency Function(s):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

a. Health Care

 FORMCHECKBOX 

b. Transportation 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

c. Training

 FORMCHECKBOX 

d. Social Services

 FORMCHECKBOX 

e. Counseling

 FORMCHECKBOX 

f. Other (specify):  ___________________________       __  

Service area:  _________________________                ____  

2.
TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER INFORMATION
Transportation Provider: __________________                  __________   

Year Transportation Service began:  ____________________________    

Contact Person (Give name and title): ________________________  _      

Address: ___________________________  

Phone: _____________________________  
E-mail: ___________________________  _  
*Attach a list of Agency’s Board of Director’s names, addresses and telephone numbers; Board Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation as appropriate.
3. 
NEW APPLICANTS INFORMATION - The following information must be completed by new applicants only:

a.
Provide documentation of need based on the following types of data: needs assessment, planning data, consumer surveys, regional transportation plan or studies. 
b.
Identify specific service areas including population groups to be served along with origins and destinations.

c.
Identify other transportation systems or alternatives within the specific service areas. Explain why these options/alternatives can not meet the proposed needs. 
d.
List measurable goals and objectives for the proposed project year, (i.e. 2009 – 2010) including specific actions proposed to achieve them.
e.
Justify the need for specific resources requested in the application (i.e. capital equipment, maintenance facility, staff).  Justification must be based on the service level being proposed in the project description and correspond with your projected budget. 

f.
If you have previously received funding from another Federal agency the following information must be provided regarding your Title VI Civil Rights compliance history:
g.
Has your agency received a Title VI Compliance review within the last three years?  If yes, please provide the purpose or reason for the review and a summary of the findings and recommendations of the review if any.
h.
Please provide a report on the status and/or disposition of any findings and recommendations. This information should be relevant to the organizational entity actually submitting the application, not necessarily the larger agency or department of which the entity is a part. 

4. 
PROJECTION JUSTIFICATION:  Include performance data and discuss the following factors (insert page or pages).  Items a, (1-4) and b below are only applicable to existing rural transportation transit systems. 
a.
Need for Services – The following must be included in your narrative description: 


(1)
Written justification of the need for services in the project area for general 
public and special clients as supported by the following performance 
information: 

· Documentation of service level need(s) or demand as evidence by ridership projections, surveys, demand analysis or documentation of unmet requests for service.
· Statement of measurable service delivery goals and specific objectives
· Documentation of system performance and improvement;  

· Increase in passenger trips over last two year's level;
· Expansion of service area;

· Increase in routes;

· Increase in hours of operation;

· Increase in the number of revenue vehicles;
· Response to marketing efforts;
· Documentation that proposed linkages or coordination will increase accessibility and effectiveness of intercity bus service.
(2)
Provide a description of accomplishment of goals and objectives for the 2007-2008 program year, including total number of general public riders, total number of other riders, total miles driven, and total cost of operation.
(3)
Report on the progress on the accomplishment of goals and objectives for the 2008 – 2009 program year, including total number of general public riders, total number of other riders, types of contracts, total miles driven, and total cost of operation.
(4)
List measurable goals and objectives for the proposed project year, (i.e. 2009 – 2010) including specific actions proposed to achieve them.  These goals must be performance based and be supported by vehicle/project performance data!!
b.
Justify the need for specific resources requested in the application (i.e. capital equipment, staff).  Justification must be based on the service level being proposed in the project description and correspond with your projected budget. 

5.
SERVICE DESCRIPTION (Check all that apply)

a.
Type of Service:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fixed Route     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flexible Route     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demand Response     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Commuter

     

Service area:  _____________________________  


b.
Are Specific Passenger Groups Targeted?     Yes:  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No:  FORMCHECKBOX 
    If Yes, Explain:
c.
Provide a description of the provision of services to the general public (i.e. service type, hours/times, how service is publicized, etc.).  Explain current service level and what level of service is being proposed (i.e. expansions/reductions, fare, route changes, etc.)  

d.
Provide a description on the provision of services to the elderly and disabled population. Explain current service level and what level of service is being proposed. Vehicle accessible should be discussed as it pertains to service being provided to the elderly and disabled population.


e.
 Passenger Trip Information (Recently completed year, 2008-2009)

	Passenger Trips
	Average Daily Trips Provided
	Percentage of Passengers

by Category

	   General Public
	
	

	   Elderly
	
	

	   Disabled
	
	

	   Health/Human Services
	
	

	   Other
	
	

	      Totals
	
	



f.
Projected Daily Passenger Trips (2009-2010) 
	Passenger Trips
	Average Daily Trips Provided
	Percentage of Passengers

by Category

	   General Public
	
	

	   Elderly
	
	

	   Disabled
	
	

	   Health/Human Services
	
	

	   Other
	
	

	      Totals
	
	



g.
Days and Hours of Proposed Transportation Service Counties Served

Monday______________________  a.m. to __    _______           __________p.m. 
 Tuesday_________________ _____a.m. to _ _____________________p.m. Wednesday___________________ a.m. to ______________________ p.m. Thursday______________________ a.m. to __ ____________________p.m. Friday______________________  __a.m. to __ ____________________p.m. Saturday_____________________ _a.m. to __ ___________________p.m. Sunday_____________________     _ a.m. to  _     _________       ________p.m. 



h.
Vehicle Usage By County (Use “Tab” or arrow keys to move from box to box.)


         No. of       Total         No. of     Fixed        Flexible    Demand


         County

Veh.    Capacity      Lifts       Route       Route      Response  Commuter

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	           Totals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


6.
REGIONAL COORDINATION PLANNING
Based on a requirement under SAFETEA-LU, MDOT is strongly urging that 5311 projects be derived from a coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan. Please respond in detail to the questions below as it relates to the regional planning efforts in your proposed service area.

a.
Is there a coordinated transportation plan within your region?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If no, please detail what steps are being taken to implement a coordinated plan in your service area and explain how this project reflects input from those groups/persons involved in the current regional planning effort. 

b. 
Has the plan been adopted on the local level?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
          No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If no, what efforts are being made to get the coordinated plan adopted on the local level?

c.
Describe the existing transportation services in the proposed area of service. Detail the type of services that are currently offered. Include the following: cost, fixed route, route deviated, intercity bus and rail, shuttle, demand-response, taxi, vanpools, rideshare and other transportation service, hours and days of service, and specify scheduling requirements for demand response providers.

d.
Identify the various types of transportation challenges and gaps in the existing transportation service.

7.
COORDINATION
a. Describe in detail current coordination activities with your agency: (List any formal agreements/contracts with these entities; contact persons; Route/vehicle sharing; feeder services; maintenance agreements/facility sharing; type of service being provided and benefits).

b. List all Contract Sources (Use “Tab” or arrow keys to move from box to box.)

                      Contractor                     Amount                           Service Description

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


c.
List entities with which coordination activities are proposed, describe the proposed


activities, the steps to be taken to initiate those activities, and proposed/projected 
implementation date of service.

d.
Identify the Regional Group Officers, the agency they are employed with, and 
detail their regional group duties.
e. 
Identify one or more long range activities derived from the regional plan that your regional group is proposing to implement for the coming program year?

f.
Identify, and describe the Regional goals and strategies to address the unmet needs in your region.
(1.) 
Goal 1:

Strategy 1:


Implementation Date:  

(2.) 
Goal 2: 


Strategy 2:


Implementation Date:  

(3.) 
Goal 3: 


Strategy 3:

Implementation Date:  

g. 
Identify specifically what your agency will do to meet the identified goals of the region? (Each of the goal and strategies that you identify should correspond to the regional goals and strategies identified above.)

(1.) 
Goal 1: 


Strategy 1:

(2.) 
Goal 2: 

Strategy 2:
(3.)
Goal 3: 


Strategy 3:
h. 
How does the regional group propose to sustain the defined activities?

i. 
What is your agency proposing to do to assist in the sustainability of the regional activities?

8.
EXTENT OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
Describe efforts to secure public participation in the development of the project proposal and participation in the local planning process (Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO’s), Planning and Development Districts (PDD’s), city or county planning process).

9.
EXTENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
a.  
Describe efforts to involve local governments in project planning activities and level of support from these entities (i.e. local match commitment, in-kind services/donations, resources sharing, etc.
b.  
List below sources and amounts of all other revenue, including matching funds




Source






Amount
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


10.
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
Provide a description of proposed organizational structure and personnel projected to be used for transportation project.  The description should include:  projected number of staff, experience level, position types, and allocation of time to the transportation program.

11.
INTEGRATION OF OTHER RESOURCES 

Describe efforts to integrate other resources within the proposed 5311 program budget (i.e. the availability of funds to offset non-operating expenditures and/or overmatch funds).
12.
MAINTENANCE FACILITY PROJECTS 

Does the proposed project have an existing facility? 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If Yes, Explain: 
Funding source and method: 
No. of Vehicles Serviced Monthly:
2007-2008 __________________________________
2008-2009 __________________________________
2009-2010 __________________________________
(Include projections) 
No. of Maintenance Personnel:

Full Time __________________________________

Part-time__________________________________
Other: __________________________________
13.
PROPOSED CHANGES IN EXISTING SERVICE (new initiatives, innovative services, schedule changes, service area deletions/expansion, etc.)

14.
RESTRICTIONS ON SERVICE (if any exist)

15. 
PROPOSED CHARTER SERVICE:  Applicants must comply with FTA Charter Certification regulations (49 U.S.C. 5323(f), 49 CFR Part 604) in determining that there are no private charter services operators willing and able to provide the charter services being proposed prior to initiating any services.    

Is charter service proposed?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If Yes, attach:


Certification to Provide Charter Service 


Service Area Maps and Route Schedules


List of Proposed Recipients:
Proposed Charter Fare per Person per Mile: __________________________________
16.
TITLE VI CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLIANCE
Please provide the below information regarding your agency’s Civil Rights compliance activities in accordance with Title VI Regulations in Circular 4702.1A.  The information is relevant to the organizational entity actually submitting the application, not 
necessarily the larger agency or department of which the entity is a part.  
a. A summary of public outreach and involvement activities undertaken since the last submission and a description of steps taken to ensure that minority and low-income people had meaningful access to these activities.

b. Your agency’s plan for providing language assistance for persons with limited English proficiency that was based on the DOT LEP Guidance or a copy of the agency’s alternative framework for providing language assistance.

c. Your agency’s procedures for tracking and investigating Title VI complaints.

d.
A list of any Title VI investigations, complaints, or lawsuits filed with the agency within the last three years.  This list should include only those investigations, complaints, or lawsuits that pertain to the agency submitting the report, not necessarily the larger agency or department of which the entity is a part. 
17.  
OTHER INFORMATION - Include any information pertaining to the transit function that you feel will further explain and justify your project.
18.
INTERCITY BUS SERVICE  
Section 5311 funds may be used to support intercity bus service in rural and small urban areas.  FTA defines intercity bus service as regularly scheduled bus service for the general public which operates with limited stops over fixed routes connecting two or more urban areas not in close proximity, which has the capacity for transporting baggage carried by passengers, and which makes meaningful connections with scheduled intercity bus service to more distant points, if such service is available. It is the intent of the MDOT to support and give priority to Intercity Bus projects that increase availability and accessibility of rural transit services by coordinating these funds with Section 5311 resources.  Section 5311(f) specifies eligible intercity bus activities to include planning and marketing for intercity bus transportation, capital grants for intercity bus shelters, joint-use stops and depots, operating grants through purchase-of-service agreements, user-side subsidies, demonstration projects, and coordination of rural connections between small transit operations and intercity bus carriers.

a.  
Provide a detailed description of the type of Intercity Bus Services being proposed to include: (1) private operators with whom service efforts are being initiated (2) services agreements; (3) capital equipment, staff, resource need/projections; (4) plans to integrate services with 5311 program; (5) marketing efforts; (6) current implementation status of the project.  If the project has several components (i.e., capital, operating, marketing) describe all that apply.      
  

b.  
Project Type and Description:  Please check the box which corresponds with the project type being proposed.  If the project has several components, (i.e., capital, operating, marketing) check all that apply.


   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Capital        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Operating      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marketing             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Planning             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Description: 
c.  
Cost of Service:  Please provide the cost for each component of the proposed project using the following categories/line items:

1. Capital Items    No. of Units 
  Unit Cost
    Federal               Local
         Total

	A. Vehicles
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Shelters/Stops
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Facilities
	
	
	
	
	


2. Operating Items  No. of Units  Unit Cost
 Federal              Local                 Total

	A. Drivers
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Other Staff 

(specify below)
	
	
	
	
	

	C. Fringe
	
	
	
	
	

	D. Insurance
	
	
	
	
	

	E. Fuel / Oil
	
	
	
	
	

	F. Maint. / Repair
	
	
	
	
	


Specify Other Staff:  __________________________________
VI. [BUDGET AND NARRATIVE FORM – Use Excel Form]

SECTION VII.  LETTERS AND FORMS
[OMB FORM 424  - Use Excel Form]

__________________________________
Mr. Larry Brown
Executive Director

Mississippi Department of Transportation

Post Office Box 1850

Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1850

Dear Mr. Brown:

The __________________________________ hereby requests a grant to provide transportation service under
the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Federal Transit Act and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).  The required matching funds will be provided from local sources as documented in the enclosed application.

To my knowledge, all the information provided in support of this application is true and correct. However, if you have questions or require additional information in regard to the application, please contact __________________________________ at __________________________________.






Sincerely,







__________________________________ 







__________________________________ 

Enclosure:  Rural General Public Transportation proposal

__________________________________
(LOCAL Planning and Development District)
__________________________________
__________________________________
Dear __________________________________:

SUBJECT:
REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW
The __________________________________ is applying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation for a grant under the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Federal Transit Act and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) as amended.  Services funded through this grant will enhance general public transportation in non-urbanized areas.  A copy of our application is being submitted for your assistance in providing the __________________________________ with the necessary Clearinghouse Review.  After the Clearinghouse Review has been completed, please provide my Office with evidence of compliance with review requirements.

To my knowledge, all the information in support of this application is true and accurate.  Should you have questions or require additional information, please contact __________________________________ at __________________________________.

Sincerely yours,

__________________________________ 

Enclosure:  Rural General Public Transportation Application

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
Dear __________________________________:

SUBJECT:
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)
The __________________________________ is applying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation for a grant under the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Federal Transit Act and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), as amended. Services funded through this grant will enhance general public transportation in non-urbanized areas. A copy of our application is being submitted for your assistance in providing the __________________________________ with the necessary Clearinghouse Review.  After the Clearinghouse Review has been completed, please provide my Office with evidence of compliance with review requirements.

To my knowledge, all the information in support of this application is true and accurate.  Should you have questions or require additional information, please contact __________________________________ at __________________________________.

Sincerely yours,

__________________________________ 

Enclosure:  Rural General Public Transportation Application

__________________________________
Ms. Janet Riddell, Clearinghouse Officer
Department of Finance and Administration
1301 Woolfolk Building, Suite E
501 North West Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Dear Ms. Riddell:

SUBJECT:
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW
The __________________________________ is applying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Public Transit Division for a grant under the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Federal Transit Act and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), as amended.  Services funded through this grant will enhance general public transportation in non-urbanized areas.  A copy of our application is being submitted for your assistance in providing the __________________________________ with the necessary Clearinghouse Review.  After the Clearinghouse Review has been completed, please provide my Office with evidence of compliance with review requirements.

To my knowledge, all the information in support of this application is true and accurate.  Should you have questions or require additional information, please contact __________________________________ at __________________________________.

Sincerely yours,

__________________________________ 

Enclosure:  Rural General Public Transportation Application

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

The Board of Directors, herein after referred to as the BOARD, of __________________________________, ( herein after referred to as the  Applicant), is aware of the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Federal Transit Act and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). The Board hereby duly authorizes __________________________________, acting as the __________________________________ on behalf of the Applicant to file an application with the Mississippi Department of Transportation for a Section 5311 Rural General Public Program grant to assist in providing transportation services. The BOARD also does hereby certify that the Applicant is eligible to apply for this grant and is not aware of any reasons or conditions that prohibit the Applicant organization nor any of its staff, officers or directors from receiving, administering or disbursing federal funds. If this application is approved, (1) the Board resolves that the Applicant will provide the required local match; (2) the Board agrees to comply with the Federal Transit Administration’s and The Mississippi Department of Transportation’s requirements as contained in the award agreement; (3) the Applicant will carry out the project as described in the approved application.  By this resolution the Board also officially authorizes __________________________________ to execute a contract agreement with the Mississippi Department of Transportation.               








Approved and Adopted this __________________________________ day of __________________________________, 200__________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

(Chairman/President) 

__________________________________________________ 

(Typed Name)

__________________________________________________ 

   (Attest) 
__________________________________________________ 

   (Typed Name)

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

RURAL GENERAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
The __________________________________ of __________________________________, Mississippi, is considering applying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Public Transportation Division, for assistance through its Rural General Public Transportation Program to provide public transportation services within __________________________________.  Funding is available to state agencies, local public bodies and agencies thereof, non-profit organizations, operators of public transportation services in locations other than urbanized areas, and, under special circumstances, private operators of public transportation on a competitive basis to undertake eligible transportation activities.

The goals of the Rural General Public Transportation program are:  to enhance the access of people in non-urbanized areas to health care, shopping, education, employment, public services and recreation; to assist in the maintenance, development, improvement, and  use of public transportation systems in rural and small urban areas; to encourage and facilitate the most efficient use of all Federal funds used to provide passenger transportation in non-urbanized areas through the coordination of programs and services; and to provide for the participation of private transportation providers in non-urbanized transportation to the maximum extent feasible.

The purposes for which these funds can be used are capital purchases that include such items as support vehicles, communication equipment, wheelchair lifts, etc.; administrative costs that include such items as salaries, office supplies, insurance, etc.; and operating expenses that include such items as driver's wages, fuel, oil, etc.  More specific details regarding eligible activities, program requirements and the program criteria will be provided at a public hearing which will be held at __________________________________, on __________________________________  at __________________________________.
The purpose of this hearing will be to obtain citizen input into the development of the application.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY
All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within __________________________________ are hereby advised that the __________________________________ is applying to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Public Transportation Division, Jackson, Mississippi, for a grant under 49 U.S.C. 5311 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), for the provision of public transportation services.  Service (is being) (would be) operated within __________________________________.  This program consists of __________________________________.  The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested transit and paratransit operators of the proposed services for the general public within the area (as) described above, and to insure that such a project would not represent a duplication of current or of proposed services provided by existing transit or paratransit operators in the area.
Comments either for or against this service by such public, private, and paratransit operators will be received at any time within __________________________________ days from the date of this notice.  All comments should be addressed to __________________________________.

* Note:
In description of service, it should be clearly indicated that the program is to provide a new service and/or to include an existing service, the environmental impact (if any), and any relocation which may result from the project. 

VIII.   REQUIRED FORMS AND ATTACHMENTS
Attachment #2

[INVENTORY OF PUBLIC TRANSIT VEHICLES – Use Excel Form]

Attachment 3
NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC OR PRIVATE NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES TO
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN NON-URBANIZED AREAS
Applicant Organization:__________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Street Address or P. O. Box;   City;    State;     Zip Code

____________________________________________________________________
Name of Contact Person;    


Telephone Number

I have been afforded the opportunity to review the transportation service proposal of the above named organization.  Based on the review:  (check one)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I do believe that this type of service is needed at this time.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I do not believe that this type of service is needed at this time.

Comments:                                                                                                      

 

  

                                                                                                                  


______  
                                                                                                                  


______  
Reviewer:                                             


                                                       

  
                           Signature              


Title




Date

                        Name of Organization

              



                            

______________________________________   
Address                          
        


 City                      State                      Zip Code

 Telephone Number _________________________________________
NOTE:  Notification of Intent to Apply for Federal Capital Assistance must be submitted to the city and county elected officials of all counties served.  A copy of responses must be included with the application package.  The applicant must include a list of all city, and county elected officials sent Notice of Intent to Apply.
MDOT’s FY’ 2010 CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES FOR 
FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
PREFACE

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 5323(n), the following certifications and assurances have been compiled by MDOT for Federal Transit Administration (FTA) assistance funded programs. MDOT requires each applicant that is requesting FTA assistance to provide as many certifications and assurances as needed for all programs for which the Applicant intends to seek assistance through MDOT  during Federal Fiscal Year 2010.  Categories of certifications and assurances are listed by numbers 01 through _25___. 
Categories that have been deemed not applicable to current MDOT administered programs have been omitted from this version.  Category 01 applies to all Applicants. Category 02 applies to all applications for Federal assistance in excess of $100,000. Categories 03 through __25____       will apply to and be required for some, but not all, Applicants and projects. MDOT’s compilation of these certifications and assurances permits the Applicant to select only those certifications which are applicable for the requested assistance.  MDOT requests the Applicant to read each certification and assurance carefully and select all that may apply to the programs for which it expects to seek Federal assistance. 

MDOT and the Applicant understand and agree that not every provision of these certifications and assurances may apply to every Applicant or every project for which MDOT provides Federal financial assistance through a Grant Agreement. The type of project and the section of the statute authorizing Federal financial assistance for the project will determine which provisions apply. The terms of these certifications and assurances reflect applicable requirements of FTA’s enabling legislation currently in effect and are based on the current FTA published version. 
The Applicant also understands and agrees that these certifications and assurances are special pre-award requirements specifically prescribed by Federal law or regulation and do not encompass all Federal laws, regulations, and directives that may apply to the Applicant or its project. A comprehensive list of those Federal laws, regulations, and directives is contained in the current FTA Master Agreement MA(14) for Federal Fiscal Year 2010 at the FTA website http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/16-Master.pdf. The certifications and assurances in this document have been streamlined to remove most provisions not covered by statutory or regulatory certification or assurance requirements. 
Because many requirements of these certifications and assurances will require the compliance of the applicant as a subrecipient, FTA has  strongly recommended that MDOT secure sufficient documentation from each subrecipient to ensure compliance, not only with these certifications and assurances, but also with the terms of the Grant Agreement or Cooperative Agreement for the project, and the Master Agreement or an alternative Master Agreement for its project, if applicable, incorporated therein by reference. Each Applicant and subsequent subrecipient is ultimately responsible for compliance with the provisions of the certifications and assurances applicable to itself or its project irrespective of participation in the project. 

01. ASSURANCES REQUIRED FOR EACH APPLICANT

Each Applicant for FTA assistance must provide all assurances in this Category "01." Except to the extent that FTA expressly determines otherwise in writing, MDOT may not provide any FTA Federal assistance until the Applicant provides the following assurances by selecting Category "01."

A. Assurance of Authority of the Applicant and Its Representative 

The authorized representative of the Applicant and the attorney who sign these certifications, assurances, and agreements affirm that both the Applicant and its authorized representative have adequate authority under applicable State, local, or Indian tribal law and regulations, and the Applicant’s by-laws or internal rules to: 

(1) Execute and file the application for Federal assistance on behalf of the Applicant; 

(2) Execute and file the required certifications, assurances, and agreements on behalf of the Applicant binding the Applicant; and 

(3) Execute grant agreements and cooperative agreements with MDOT and/or FTA on behalf of the Applicant.

B. Standard Assurances 

The Applicant ensures that it will comply with all applicable Federal statutes and regulations in carrying out any project supported by an FTA grant or cooperative agreement. The Applicant agrees that it is under a continuing obligation to comply with the terms and conditions of the grant agreement or cooperative agreement issued for its project with FTA. The Applicant recognizes that Federal laws and regulations may be modified from time to time and those modifications may affect project implementation. The Applicant understands that Presidential executive orders and Federal directives, including Federal policies and program guidance may be issued concerning matters affecting the Applicant or its project. The Applicant agrees that the most recent Federal laws, regulations, and directives will apply to the project, unless FTA issues a written determination otherwise. 

C. Intergovernmental Review Assurance 

Except if the Applicant is an Indian tribal government seeking assistance authorized by 49 U.S.C. 5311(c)(1), the Applicant ensures that each application for Federal assistance it submits to FTA has been submitted or will be submitted for intergovernmental review to the appropriate State and local agencies as determined by the State. Specifically, the Applicant ensures that it has fulfilled or will fulfill the obligations imposed on FTA by U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) regulations, "Intergovernmental Review of Department of Transportation Programs and Activities," 49 CFR part 17. This assurance does not apply to Applicants for Federal assistance derived from FTA’s Tribal Transit Program, 49 U.S.C. 5311(c)(1). 

D. Nondiscrimination Assurance 

As required by 49 U.S.C. 5332 (which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, or age, and prohibits discrimination in employment or business opportunity), by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d, and by U.S. DOT regulations, "Nondiscrimination in Federally-Assisted Programs of the Department of Transportation--Effectuation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act," 49 CFR part 21 at 21.7, the Applicant ensures that it will comply with all requirements imposed by or issued pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 5332, 42 U.S.C. 2000d, and 49 CFR part 21, so that no person in the United States, on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, sex, or age will be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity (particularly in the level and quality of transportation services and transportation-related benefits) for which the Applicant receives Federal assistance awarded by the U.S. DOT or FTA. 

Specifically, during the period in which Federal assistance is extended to the project, or project property is used for a purpose for which the Federal assistance is extended or for another purpose involving the provision of similar services or benefits, or as long as the Applicant retains ownership or possession of the project property, whichever is longer, the Applicant ensures that: 

(1) Each project will be conducted, property acquisitions will be undertaken, and project facilities will be operated in accordance with all applicable requirements imposed by or issued pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 5332, 42 U.S.C. 2000d, and 49 CFR part 21, and understands that this assurance extends to its entire facility and to facilities operated in connection with the project. 

(2) It will promptly take the necessary actions to effectuate this assurance, including notifying the public that complaints of discrimination in the provision of transportation-related services or benefits may be filed with U.S. DOT or FTA. Upon request by U.S. DOT or FTA, the Applicant ensures that it will submit the required information pertaining to its compliance with these provisions. 

(3) It will include in each subagreement, property transfer agreement, third party contract, third party subcontract, or participation agreement adequate provisions to extend the requirements imposed by or issued pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 5332, 42 U.S.C. 2000d and 49 CFR part 21 to other parties involved therein including any subrecipient, transferee, third party contractor, third party subcontractor at any level, successor in interest, or any other participant in the project. 

(4) Should it transfer real property, structures, or improvements financed with Federal assistance provided by FTA to another party, any deeds and instruments recording the transfer of that property shall contain a covenant running with the land assuring nondiscrimination for the period during which the property is used for a purpose for which the Federal assistance is extended or for another purpose involving the provision of similar services or benefits. 

(5) The United States has a right to seek judicial enforcement with regard to any matter arising under the Act, regulations, and this assurance. 

(6) It will make any changes in its Title VI implementing procedures as U.S. DOT or FTA may request to achieve compliance with the requirements imposed by or issued pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 5332, 42 U.S.C. 2000d, and 49 CFR part 21. 

E. Assurance of Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability 

As required by U.S. DOT regulations, "Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicap in Programs and Activities Receiving or Benefiting from Federal Financial Assistance," at 49 CFR 27.9, the Applicant ensures that, as a condition to the approval or extension of any Federal assistance awarded by FTA to construct any facility, obtain any rolling stock or other equipment, undertake studies, conduct research, or to participate in or obtain any benefit from any program administered by FTA, no otherwise qualified person with a disability shall be, solely by reason of that disability, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination in any program or activity receiving or benefiting from Federal assistance administered by the FTA or any entity within U.S. DOT. The Applicant ensures that project implementation and operations so assisted will comply with all applicable requirements of U.S. DOT regulations implementing the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S.C. 794, et seq., and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq., and implementing U.S. DOT regulations at 49 CFR parts 27, 37, and 38, and any other applicable Federal laws that may be enacted or Federal regulations that may be promulgated. 

F. U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Assurances 

Consistent with OMB assurances set forth in SF-424B and SF-424D, the Applicant ensures that, with respect to itself or its project, the Applicant: 

(1) Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance and the institutional, managerial, and financial capability (including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share of project cost) to ensure proper planning, management, and completion of the project described in its application; 

(2) Will give FTA, the Comptroller General of the United States, and, if appropriate, the State, through any authorized representative, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents related to the award; and will establish a proper accounting system in accordance with generally accepted accounting standards or agency directives; 

(3) Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or presents the appearance of personal or organizational conflict of interest or personal gain; 

(4) Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable project time periods following receipt of FTA approval; 

(5) Will comply with all applicable Federal statutes relating to nondiscrimination including, but not limited to: 

(a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. 2000d, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin; 

(b) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 20 U.S.C. 1681 through 1683, and 1685 through 1687, and U.S. DOT regulations, "Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance," 49 CFR part 25, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex; 

(c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S.C. 794, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability; 

(d) The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 6101 through 6107, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of age; 

(e) The Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972, as amended, 21 U.S.C. 1101 et seq., relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug abuse; 

(f) The Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention Act of 1970, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4541 et seq. relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or alcoholism; 

(g) The Public Health Service Act of 1912, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 290dd through 290dd-2, relating to confidentiality of alcohol and drug abuse patient records; 

(h) Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq., relating to nondiscrimination in the sale, rental, or financing of housing; and 

(i) Any other nondiscrimination statute(s) that may apply to the project; 

(6) To the extent applicable, will comply with, or has complied with, the requirements of Titles II and III of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, (Uniform Relocation Act) 42 U.S.C. 4601 et seq., which, among other things, provide for fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced or persons whose property is acquired as a result of Federal or federally assisted programs. These requirements apply to all interests in real property acquired for project purposes and displacement caused by the project regardless of Federal participation in any purchase. As required by sections 210 and 305 of the Uniform Relocation Act, 42 U.S.C. 4630 and 4655, and by U.S. DOT regulations, "Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition for Federal and Federally Assisted Programs," 49 CFR 24.4, the Applicant ensures that it has the requisite authority under applicable state and local law to comply with the requirements of the Uniform Relocation Act, 42 U.S.C. 4601 et seq., and U.S. DOT regulations, "Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition for Federal and Federally Assisted Programs," 49 CFR part 24, and will comply with that Act or has complied with that Act and those implementing regulations, including but not limited to the following: 

(a) The Applicant will adequately inform each affected person of the benefits, policies, and procedures provided for in 49 CFR part 24; 

(b) The Applicant will provide fair and reasonable relocation payments and assistance as required by 42 U.S.C. 4622, 4623, and 4624; 49 CFR part 24; and any applicable FTA procedures, to or for families, individuals, partnerships, corporations, or associations displaced as a result of any project financed with FTA assistance; 

(c) The Applicant will provide relocation assistance programs offering the services described in 42 U.S.C. 4625 to such displaced families, individuals, partnerships, corporations, or associations in the manner provided in 49 CFR part 24; 

(d) Within a reasonable time before displacement, the Applicant will make available comparable replacement dwellings to displaced families and individuals as required by 42 U.S.C. 4625(c)(3); 

(e) The Applicant will carry out the relocation process in such manner as to provide displaced persons with uniform and consistent services, and will make available replacement housing in the same range of choices with respect to such housing to all displaced persons regardless of race, color, religion, or national origin; 

(f) In acquiring real property, the Applicant will be guided to the greatest extent practicable under state law, by the real property acquisition policies of 42 U.S.C. 4651 and 4652; 

(g) The Applicant will pay or reimburse property owners for necessary expenses as specified in 42 U.S.C. 4653 and 4654, with the understanding that FTA will provide Federal financial assistance for the Applicant's eligible costs of providing payments for those expenses, as required by 42 U.S.C. 4631; 

(h) The Applicant will execute such amendments to third party contracts and subagreements financed with FTA assistance and execute, furnish, and be bound by such additional documents as FTA may determine necessary to effectuate or implement the assurances provided herein; and 

(i) The Applicant agrees to make these assurances part of or incorporate them by reference into any third party contract or subagreement, or any amendments thereto, relating to any project financed by FTA involving relocation or land acquisition and provide in any affected document that these relocation and land acquisition provisions shall supersede any conflicting provisions; 

(7) To the extent applicable, will comply with the Davis-Bacon Act, as amended, 40 U.S.C. 3141 et seq., the Copeland “Anti-Kickback” Act, as amended, 18 U.S.C. 874, and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, as amended, 40 U.S.C. 3701 et seq., regarding labor standards for federally assisted projects; 

(8) To the extent applicable, will comply with the flood insurance purchase requirements of section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4012a(a), requiring the Applicant and its subrecipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the program and purchase flood insurance if the total cost of insurable construction and acquisition is $10,000 or more; 

(9) To the extent applicable, will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, 42 U.S.C. 4831(b), which prohibits the use of lead-based paint in the construction or rehabilitation of residence structures; 

(10) To the extent applicable, will not dispose of, modify the use of, or change the terms of the real property title or other interest in the site and facilities on which a construction project supported with FTA assistance takes place without permission and instructions from FTA; 

(11) To the extent required by FTA, will record the Federal interest in the title of real property, and will include a covenant in the title of real property acquired in whole or in part with Federal assistance funds to ensure nondiscrimination during the useful life of the project; 

(12) To the extent applicable, will comply with FTA provisions concerning the drafting, review, and approval of construction plans and specifications of any construction project supported with FTA assistance. As required by U.S. DOT regulations, "Seismic Safety," 49 CFR 41.117(d), before accepting delivery of any building financed with FTA assistance, it will obtain a certificate of compliance with the seismic design and construction requirements of 49 CFR part 41; 

(13) To the extent applicable, will provide and maintain competent and adequate engineering supervision at the construction site of any project supported with FTA assistance to ensure that the complete work conforms with the approved plans and specifications, and will furnish progress reports and such other information as may be required by FTA or the state; 

(14) To the extent applicable, will comply with any applicable environmental standards that may be prescribed to implement the following Federal laws and executive orders: 

(a) Institution of environmental quality control measures under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321 through 4335 and Executive Order No. 11514, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321 note; 

(b) Notification of violating facilities pursuant to Executive Order No. 11738, 42 U.S.C. 7606 note; 

(c) Protection of wetlands pursuant to Executive Order No. 11990, 42 U.S.C. 4321 note; 

(d) Evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in accordance with Executive Order No. 11988, 42 U.S.C. 4321 note; 

(e) Assurance of project consistency with the approved state management program developed pursuant to the requirements of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1451 through 1465; 

(f) Conformity of Federal actions to State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans under section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 7401 through 7671q; 

(g) Protection of underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 300f through 300j-6; 

(h) Protection of endangered species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 through 1544; and 

(i) Environmental protections for Federal transportation programs, including, but not limited to, protections for parks, recreation areas, or wildlife or waterfowl refuges of national, state, or local significance or any land from a historic site of national, State, or local significance to be used in a transportation project as required by 49 U.S.C. 303(b) and 303(c); 

(j) Protection of the components of the national wild and scenic rivers systems, as required under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1271 through 1287; and 

(k) Provision of assistance to FTA in complying with section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 470f; with the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 469 through 469c ; and with Executive Order No. 11593 (identification and protection of historic properties), 16 U.S.C. 470 note; 

(15) To the extent applicable, will comply with the requirements of the Hatch Act, 5 U.S.C. 1501 through 1508 and 7324 through 7326, which limit the political activities of State and local agencies and their officers and employees whose primary employment activities are financed in whole or part with Federal funds including a Federal loan, grant agreement, or cooperative agreement except, in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(k)(2) and 23 U.S.C. 142(g), the Hatch Act does not apply to a non-supervisory employee of a public transportation system (or of any other agency or entity performing related functions) receiving FTA assistance to whom that Act does not otherwise apply; 

(16) To the extent applicable, will comply with the National Research Act, Pub. L. 93-348, July 12, 1974, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 289 et seq., and U.S. DOT regulations, "Protection of Human Subjects," 49 CFR part 11, regarding the protection of human subjects involved in research, development, and related activities supported by Federal assistance; 

(17) To the extent applicable, will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of 1966, as amended, 7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq., and U.S. Department of Agriculture regulations, “Animal Welfare,” 9 CFR subchapter A, parts 1, 2, 3, and 4, regarding the care, handling, and treatment of warm blooded animals held or used for research, teaching, or other activities supported by Federal assistance; 

(18) Will have performed the financial and compliance audits as required by the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996, 31 U.S.C. 7501 et seq., OMB Circular A-133, “Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations,” Revised, and the most recent applicable OMB A-133 Compliance Supplement provisions for the U.S. DOT; and 

(19) To the extent applicable, will comply with all applicable provisions of all other Federal laws, regulations, and directives governing the project, except to the extent that FTA has expressly approved otherwise in writing. 

02. LOBBYING CERTIFICATION

An Applicant that submits or intends to submit an application to FTA for any Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, loan guarantee, or loan insurance exceeding $100,000 is required to provide the following certification. FTA may not award Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, loan guarantee, or loan insurance exceeding $100,000 until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category “02.” 

A. As required by 31 U.S.C. 1352 and U.S. DOT regulations, “New Restrictions on Lobbying,” at 49 CFR 20.110, the Applicant’s authorized representative certifies to the best of his or her knowledge and belief that for each application to U.S. DOT or FTA for a Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, or a commitment that the Federal Government to guarantee or insure a loan exceeding $100,000: 

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been or will be paid by or on behalf of the Applicant to any person to influence or attempt to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress regarding the award of a Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, loan guarantee, or loan insurance, or the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, loan guarantee, or loan insurance; 

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been or will be paid to any person to influence or attempt to influence an officer or employee of any Federal agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with any application for a Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, loan guarantee, or loan insurance, the Applicant assures that it will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,” Rev. 7-97; and 

(3) The language of this certification shall be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, subagreements, and contracts under grants, loans (including a line of credit), cooperative agreements, loan guarantees, and loan insurance). 

B. 
The Applicant understands that this certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance is placed by the Federal government and that submission of this certification is a prerequisite for providing a Federal grant, loan (including a line of credit), cooperative agreement, loan guarantee, or loan insurance for a transaction covered by 31 U.S.C. 1352. The Applicant also understands that any person who fails to file a required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure. 

03. PROCUREMENT COMPLIANCE

In accordance with 49 CFR 18.36(g)(3)(ii), each Applicant that is a State, local, or Indian tribal government that is seeking Federal assistance to acquire property or services in support of its project is requested to provide the following certification by selecting Category "03." FTA also requests other Applicants to provide the following certification. An Applicant for FTA assistance to acquire property or services in support of its project that fails to provide this certification may be determined ineligible for award of Federal assistance for the project, if FTA determines that its procurement practices and procurement system fail to comply with Federal laws, regulations and directives governing procurements financed with FTA assistance. 

The Applicant certifies that its procurements and procurement system will comply with all applicable third party procurement provisions of Federal laws, regulations, and directives, except to the extent FTA has expressly approved otherwise in writing. 

04. PROTECTION FOR PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS
Each Applicant that is a State, local, or Indian tribal government that is seeking Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 to acquire any property or an interest in the property of a private provider of public transportation or to operate public transportation equipment or facilities in competition with, or in addition to, transportation service provided by an existing private provider of public transportation is required to provide the following certification. MDOT may not award Federal assistance for such a project until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category "04." 

As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(a)(1), the Applicant certifies that before it acquires the property or an interest in the property of a private provider of public transportation or operates public transportation equipment or facilities in competition with, or in addition 

to, transportation service provided by an existing public transportation company, it has or will have: 

A. Determined that the assistance is essential to carrying out a program of projects as required by 49 U.S.C. 5303, 5304, and 5306; 

B. Provided for the participation of private companies engaged in public transportation to the maximum extent feasible; and 

C. Paid just compensation under state or local law to the company for any franchise or property acquired. 

05. PUBLIC HEARING

An Applicant seeking Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 for a capital project that will substantially affect a community or a community's public transportation service is required to provide the following certification. MDOT may not award Federal assistance for that type of project until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category "05." 

As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(b), the Applicant certifies that it has, or before submitting its application, it will have: 

A. Provided an adequate opportunity for public review and comment on the project preceded by adequate prior public notice of the proposed project, including a concise description of the proposed project, published in a newspaper of general circulation in the geographic area to be served; 

B. Held a public hearing on the project if the project affects significant economic, social, or environmental interests after providing adequate notice as described above; 

C. Considered the economic, social, and environmental effects of the proposed project; and 

D. Determined that the proposed project is consistent with official plans for developing the urban area. 

06. ACQUISITION OF ROLLING STOCK FOR USE IN REVENUE SERVICE

An Applicant seeking Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 to acquire any rolling stock for use in revenue service is required to provide the following certification. MDOT  may not award any Federal assistance to acquire such rolling stock until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category "06." 

As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(m) and implementing FTA regulations at 49 CFR 663.7, the Applicant certifies that it will comply with the requirements of 49 CFR part 663 as modified by amendments authorized by section 3023(k) of SAFETEA-LU when procuring revenue service rolling stock. Among other things, the Applicant agrees to conduct or cause to be conducted the requisite pre-award and post-delivery reviews, and maintain on file the certifications required by 49 CFR part 663, subparts B, C, and D. 

07. ACQUISITION OF CAPITAL ASSETS BY LEASE

An Applicant that intends to request the use of Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 to acquire capital assets by lease is required to provide the following certifications. FTA may not provide Federal assistance to support those costs until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category ``07.''

As required by FTA regulations, ``Capital Leases,'' 49 CFR part 639, at 49 CFR 639.15(b)(1) and 49 CFR 639.21, if the Applicant acquires any capital asset by lease financed with Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. chapter 53, the Applicant certifies as follows:

(1) It will not use Federal assistance authorized 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 to finance the cost of leasing any capital asset until it performs calculations demonstrating that leasing the capital asset would be more cost-effective than purchasing or constructing a similar asset; and it will complete these calculations before entering into the lease or before receiving a capital grant for the asset, whichever is later; and

(2) It will not enter into a capital lease for which FTA can provide only incremental Federal assistance unless it has adequate financial resources to meet its future obligations under the lease if Federal assistance is not available for capital projects in the subsequent years.

08. BUS TESTING

An Applicant for Federal assistance appropriated or made available for 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 to acquire any new bus model or any bus model with a new major change in configuration or components is required to provide the following certification. MDOT may not provide Federal assistance for the acquisition of any new bus model or bus model with a major change until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category "07." 

As required by 49 U.S.C. 5318 and FTA regulations, "Bus Testing," at 49 CFR 665.7, the Applicant certifies that, before expending any Federal assistance to acquire the first bus of any new bus model or any bus model with a new major change in configuration or components, or before authorizing final acceptance of that bus (as described in 49 CFR part 665), the bus model: 

A. Will have been tested at FTA’s bus testing facility; and 

B. Will have received a copy of the test report prepared on the bus model. 

09. CHARTER SERVICE AGREEMENT

An Applicant seeking Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 (except 49 U.S.C. 5310, 5316, or 5317), or under 23 U.S.C. 133 or 142 to acquire or operate any public transportation equipment or facilities is required to enter into the following Charter Service Agreement. MDOT  may not provide Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 (except 49 U.S.C. 5310, 5316, or 5317), or under 23 U.S.C.133 or 142 for such projects until the Applicant enters into this Charter Service Agreement by selecting Category "08." 

A.    As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(d) and (g) and FTA regulations at 49 CFR 604.7, the Applicant understands and agrees that it and each subrecipient, lessee, and third party contractor at any tier may provide charter service for transportation projects that uses equipment or facilities acquired with Federal assistance authorized under the Federal transit laws (except 49 U.S.C. 5310, 5316, or 5317), or under 23 U.S.C. 133 or 142 only in compliance with those laws and FTA regulations, “Charter Service,” 49 CFR part 604, the terms and conditions of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

B.    The Applicant understands and agrees that: 

(1) The requirements of 49 CFR part 604 will apply to any charter service it or its subrecipients, lessees, or third party contractors provide, 

(2) The definitions of 49 CFR part 604 will apply to this Charter Service Agreement, and 

(3) A violation of this Charter Service Agreement may require corrective measures and imposition of penalties, including debarment from the receipt of further Federal assistance for transportation.

10. SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT

An Applicant that is seeking Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 or under 23 U.S.C.133 or 142 to acquire or operate public transportation facilities and equipment is required to enter into the following School Transportation Agreement. MDOT  may not provide Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 or under 23 U.S.C.133 or 142 for such projects until the Applicant enters into this agreement by selecting Category "9.” 

A. As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(f) and (g) and FTA regulations at 49 CFR 605.14, the Applicant understands and agrees that it and each subrecipient, lessee, or third party 

        contractor at any tier may engage in school transportation operations in competition with private school transportation operators that uses equipment or facilities acquired with Federal assistance authorized under the Federal transit laws or under 23 U.S.C. 133 or 142, only in compliance with those laws and FTA regulations, “School Bus Operations,”49 CFR part 605, the terms and conditions of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

B. The Applicant understands and agrees that: 

(1) The requirements of 49 CFR part 605 will apply to any school transportation service it or its subrecipients, lessees, or third party contractors provide, 

(2) The definitions of 49 CFR part 605 will apply to this School Transportation Agreement, and 

(3) A violation of this School Transportation Agreement may require corrective measures and imposition of penalties, including debarment from the receipt of further Federal assistance for transportation. 

10. DEMAND RESPONSIVE SERVICE

An Applicant that operates demand responsive service and applies for direct Federal assistance authorized for 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 to acquire non-rail public transportation vehicles is required to provide the following certification. MDOT may not award direct Federal assistance authorized for 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 to an Applicant that operates demand responsive service to acquire non-rail public transportation vehicles until the Applicant provides this certification by selecting Category "10" 

As required by U.S. DOT regulations, "Transportation Services for Individuals with Disabilities (ADA)," at 49 CFR 37.77(d), the Applicant certifies that its demand responsive service offered to individuals with disabilities, including individuals who use wheelchairs, is equivalent to the level and quality of service offered to individuals without disabilities. Viewed in its entirety, the Applicant’s service for individuals with disabilities is provided in the most integrated setting feasible and is equivalent with respect to: (1) response time, (2) fares, (3) geographic service area, (4) hours and days of service, (5) restrictions on trip purpose, (6) availability of information and reservation capability, and (7) constraints on capacity or service availability. 

11. ALCOHOL MISUSE AND PROHIBITED DRUG USE

If the Applicant is required to provide the following certification concerning its activities to prevent alcohol misuse and prohibited drug use in its public transportation operations, MDOT may not provide Federal assistance to that Applicant until it provides this certification by selecting Category "11" 

As required by FTA regulations, “Prevention of Alcohol Misuse and Prohibited Drug Use in Transit Operations,” at 49 CFR part 655, subpart I, the Applicant certifies that it has established and implemented an alcohol misuse and anti-drug program, and has complied with or will comply with all applicable requirements of FTA regulations, “Prevention of Alcohol Misuse and Prohibited Drug Use in Transit Operations,” 49 CFR part 655. 

12. INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS

An Applicant for FTA assistance for an Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) project, defined as any project that in whole or in part finances the acquisition of technologies or systems of technologies that provide or significantly contribute to the provision of one or more ITS user services as defined in the “National ITS Architecture” is requested to provide the following assurance. FTA strongly encourages any Applicant for FTA financial assistance to support an ITS project to provides this assurance by selecting Category "12." An Applicant for FTA assistance for an ITS project that fails to provide this assurance, without providing other documentation assuring the Applicant’s commitment to comply with applicable ITS standards and protocols, may be determined ineligible for award of Federal assistance for the ITS project. 

As used in this assurance, the term Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) project is defined to include any project that in whole or in part finances the acquisition of technologies or systems of technologies that provide or significantly contribute to the provision of one or more ITS user services as defined in the “National ITS Architecture.” 

A. As provided in SAFETEA-LU section 5307(c), 23 U.S.C. 512 note, “the Secretary shall ensure that intelligent transportation system projects carried out using funds made available from the Highway Trust Fund, including funds made available under this subtitle to deploy intelligent transportation system technologies, conform to the national architecture, applicable standards or provisional standards, and protocols developed under subsection (a).” To facilitate compliance with SAFETEA-LU section 5307(c), 23 U.S.C. 512 note, the Applicant ensures it will comply with all applicable provisions of Section V (Regional ITS Architecture) and Section VI (Project Implementation) of FTA Notice, “FTA National ITS Architecture Policy on Transit Projects,” at 66 FR 1455 et seq., January 8, 2001, and other FTA policies that may be issued in connection with any ITS project it undertakes financed with funds authorized under Title 49 or Title 23, United States Code, except to the extent that FTA expressly determines otherwise in writing. 

B. With respect to any ITS project financed with Federal assistance derived from a source other than Title 49 or Title 23, United States Code, the Applicant ensures that it will use its best efforts to ensure that any ITS project it undertakes will not preclude interface with other intelligent transportation systems in the Region. 

14. CLEAN FUELS GRANT PROGRAM

Each Applicant for Clean Fuels Grant Program assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5308 is required to provide the following certifications on behalf of itself and its subrecipients. Unless FTA determines otherwise in writing, the Applicant is ultimately responsible for compliance with its certifications and assurances even though a subrecipient, lessee, third party contractor, or other participant may participate in that project. Consequently, in providing certifications and assurances that involve the compliance of its prospective subrecipients, the Applicant is strongly encouraged to take the appropriate measures, including but not limited to obtaining sufficient documentation from each subrecipient, to assure the validity of all certifications and assurances the Applicant has made to FTA. FTA may not award Federal assistance for the Clean Fuels Grant Program until the Applicant provides these certifications by selecting Category ``16.''

As required by 49 U.S.C. 5308(d)(1), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307 applicable to Clean Fuels Grant Program assistance, and 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1), the designated recipient or the recipient serving as the Applicant on behalf of the designated recipient, or the State or State organization serving as the Applicant on behalf of the State, certifies as follows:

A. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(A), the Applicant has or will have the legal, financial, and technical capacity to carry out its proposed program of projects, including the safety and security aspects of that program;

B. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(B), the Applicant has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project equipment and facilities;

C. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(C), the Applicant will adequately maintain the project equipment and facilities;

D. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(D), the Applicant will assure that any elderly individual, any individual with disabilities, or any person presenting a Medicare card issued to himself or herself pursuant to title II or title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq. or 42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.), will be charged for transportation during non-peak hours using or involving a facility or equipment of a project financed with Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5308, not more than fifty (50) percent of the peak hour fare;

E. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(E), the Applicant, in carrying out a procurement financed with Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5308: (1) will use competitive procurement (as defined or approved by FTA), (2) will not use exclusionary or discriminatory specifications in its procurements, (3) will comply with applicable Buy America laws, and (4) will comply with the general provisions for FTA assistance of 49 U.S.C. 5323 and the third party procurement requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5325;

F. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(F), the Applicant has complied with or will comply with the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307(c). Specifically, the Applicant: 

(1) Has made available, or will make available, to the public information on the amounts available for the Clean Fuels Grant Program, 49 U.S.C. 5308, and the projects it proposes to undertake; 

(2) has developed or will develop, in consultation with interested parties including private transportation providers, the proposed projects to be financed; 

(3) has published or will publish a list of the proposed projects in a way that affected citizens, private transportation providers, and local elected officials have the opportunity to examine the proposed projects and submit comments on the proposed projects and the performance of the Applicant; 


(4) has provided or will provide an opportunity for a public hearing to obtain the views of citizens on the proposed projects;

(5) has assured or will assure that the proposed projects provide for the coordination of transportation services assisted under 49 U.S.C. 5336 with transportation services assisted by another Federal government source; 


(6) has considered or will consider the comments and views received, especially those of private transportation providers, in preparing its final list of projects; and 


(7) has made or will make the final list of projects available to the public;


G. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(G), the Applicant has or will have available and will provide the amount of funds required by 49 U.S.C. 5308(d)(2) for the local share, and that those funds will be provided from approved non-Federal sources except as permitted by Federal law;


H. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(H), the Applicant will comply with: 


(1) 49 U.S.C. 5301(a) (requirements for public transportation systems that maximize the safe, secure, and efficient mobility of individuals, minimize environmental impacts, and minimize transportation-related fuel consumption and reliance on foreign oil); 


(2) 49 U.S.C. 5301(d) (special efforts to design and provide public transportation for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities); and (3) 49 U.S.C. 5303 through 5306 (planning and private enterprise requirements);


I. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(I), the Applicant has a locally developed process to solicit and consider public comment before raising a fare or implementing a major reduction of public transportation; and


J. The Applicant certifies will operate vehicles purchased with Federal assistance provided under the Clean Fuels Grant Program, 49 U.S.C. 5308 only with clean fuels.

15. ELDERLY INDIVIDUALS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

FORMULA GRANT PROGRAM AND PILOT PROGRAM

The State or State organization (State) that administers the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula Grant Program and, if applicable, the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Pilot Program on behalf of itself and its subrecipients is required to provide the following certifications on behalf of itself and each subrecipient. Unless FTA determines otherwise in writing, the State itself is ultimately responsible for compliance with its certifications and assurances even though a subrecipient may participate in that project. Consequently, in providing certifications and assurances that involve the compliance of its prospective subrecipients, the State is strongly encouraged to take the appropriate measures, including but not limited to obtaining sufficient documentation from each subrecipient, to ensure the validity of all certifications and assurances the State has made to FTA.  MDOT  may not award Federal assistance for the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula Program or the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Pilot Program until the State provides these certifications by selecting Category "13." 

A.    As required by 49 U.S.C. 5310(d), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307 applicable to the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula Grant Program to the extent that the Federal Transit 
Administrator or his or her designee determines appropriate, and 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1), the State or State organization serving as the Applicant (State) and that administers, on behalf of the State, the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Program authorized by 49 U.S.C. 5310, and, if applicable, the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Pilot Program authorized by subsection 3012(b) of SAFETEA-LU, 49 U.S.C. 5310 note, certifies and ensures on behalf of itself and its subrecipients as follows: 

(1) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(A), the Applicant has or will have the legal, financial, and technical capacity to carry out its proposed program of projects, including safety and security aspects of that program; 

(2) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(B), the Applicant has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project equipment and facilities; 

(3) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(C), the Applicant will adequately maintain the project equipment and facilities; 

(4) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(E), the Applicant, in carrying out a procurement financed with Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5310 or subsection 3012(b) of SAFETEA-LU: (1) will use competitive procurement (as defined or approved by the Secretary), (2) will not use exclusionary or discriminatory specifications in its procurements, (3) will comply with applicable Buy America laws, and (4) will comply with the general provisions for FTA assistance of 49 U.S.C. 5323 and the third party procurement requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5325; 

(5) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(G), the Applicant has or will have available and will provide the amount of funds required by 49 U.S.C. 5310(c), and if applicable by section 3012b(3) and (4), for the local share, and that those funds will be provided from approved non-Federal sources except as permitted by Federal law; and 

(6) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(H), the Applicant will comply with: 49 U.S.C. 5301(a) (requirements for public transportation systems that maximize the safe, secure, and efficient mobility of individuals, minimize environmental impacts, and minimize transportation-related fuel consumption and reliance on foreign oil); 49 U.S.C. 5301(d) (special efforts to design and provide public transportation for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities); and 49 U.S.C. 5303 through 5306 (planning and private enterprise requirements); 

B.    The State ensures that each subrecipient either is recognized under State law as a private  nonprofit organization with the legal capability to contract with the State to carry out the proposed project, or is a public body that has met the statutory requirements to receive Federal assistance authorized for49 U.S.C. 5310. 

C.    The private nonprofit subrecipient's application for 49 U.S.C. 5310 assistance contains information from which the State concludes that the transit service provided or offered to be provided by existing public or private transit operators is unavailable, insufficient, or inappropriate to meet the special needs of the elderly and persons with disabilities. 

D.    In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5310(d)(2)(A) and section 3012(b)(2), the State certifies that, before it transfers funds to a project funded under 49 U.S.C. 5336, that project will has been or will have been coordinated with private nonprofit providers of services under 49 U.S.C. 5310; 

E.    In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5310(d)(2)(C), the State certifies that allocations to subrecipients of financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5310 or subsection 3012(b) of SAFETEA-LU will be distributed on a fair and equitable basis; and 

F.    In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5310(d)(2)(B) and Subsection 3012(b)(2) of SAFETEA-LU, the State certifies that: (1) projects it has selected or will select for assistance under that program were derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan; and (2) the plan was developed through a process that included representatives of public, private, and nonprofit transportation and human services providers and participation by the public. 

16. NONURBANIZED AREA FORMULA PROGRAM FOR STATES

The provisions of 49 U.S.C. 5311 establishing the Nonurbanized Area Formula Program for States do not impose, as a pre-condition of award, any explicit certification or assurance requirements established specifically for that program. Only a State or a State organization acting as the Recipient on behalf of a State (State) may be a direct recipient of this Nonurbanized Area Formula Program assistance. Separate certifications and assurances have been established in Category 14 for an Indian tribe that is an Applicant for Tribal Transit Program assistance authorized by 49 U.S.C. 5311(c)(1). 

Before FTA may award Nonurbanized Area Formula Program assistance to a State, the U.S. Secretary of Transportation or his or her designee is required to make the pre-award determinations required by 49 U.S.C. 5311. Because certain information is needed before the Secretary or his or her designee can make those determinations, each State is requested to provide the following assurances on behalf of itself and its subrecipients. Unless FTA determines otherwise in writing, the State itself is ultimately responsible for compliance with its certifications and assurances even though a subrecipient may participate in that project. Consequently, in providing certifications and assurances that involve the compliance of its prospective subrecipients, the State is strongly encouraged to take the appropriate measures, including but not limited to obtaining sufficient documentation from each subrecipient, to ensure the validity of all certifications and assurances the State has made to FTA. Consequently  MDOT will rely on the certifications and assurance include in this subrecipient application  and subsequent monitoring to document the applicant’s and subsequent subrecipients compliance with the applicable  provisions contained herein  A State that fails to provide these assurances on behalf of itself and its subrecipients may be determined ineligible for a grant of Federal assistance under 49 U.S.C. 5311 if FTA lacks sufficient information from which to make those determinations required by Federal laws and regulations governing the Nonurbanized Area Formula Program authorized by 49 U.S.C. 5311. The State is thus requested to select Category “(15).” 

The State or State organization serving as the Applicant and that administers, on behalf of the State (State) the Nonurbanized Area Formula Program for States authorized by 49 U.S.C. 5311, ensures on behalf of itself and its subrecipients as follows: 

A. The State has or will have the necessary legal, financial, and managerial capability to apply for, receive, and disburse Federal assistance authorized for 49 U.S.C. 5311; and to carry out each project, including the safety and security aspects of that project; 

B. The State has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project equipment and facilities; 

C. The State ensures that the project equipment and facilities will be adequately maintained; 

D. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5311(b)(2)(C)(i), the State’s program has provided for a fair distribution of Federal assistance authorized for 49 U.S.C. 5311 within the State, including Indian reservations within the State; 

E. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5311(b)(2)(C)(ii), the State’s program provides or will provide the maximum feasible coordination of public transportation service to receive assistance under 49 U.S.C. 5311 with transportation service assisted by other Federal sources; 

F. The projects in the State’s Nonurbanized Area Formula Program are included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program and, to the extent applicable, the projects are included in a metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program; 

G. The State has or will have available and will provide the amount of funds required by 49 U.S.C. 5311(g) for the local share, and that those funds will be provided from approved non-Federal sources except as permitted by Federal law; and 

H. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5311(f), the State will expend not less than fifteen (15) percent of its Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5311 to develop and support intercity bus transportation within the 
State, unless the chief executive officer of the State, or his or her designee, after consultation with affected intercity bus service providers, certifies to the Federal Transit Administrator, apart from these certifications and assurances herein, that the intercity bus service needs of the State are being adequately met. 

17. JOB ACCESS AND REVERSE COMMUTE FORMULA GRANT PROGRAM

Each Applicant for Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) Formula Grant Program assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316 is required to provide the following certifications on behalf of itself and any subrecipient that may be implementing its project. Unless FTA determines otherwise in writing, the Applicant itself is ultimately responsible for compliance with its certifications and assurances even though a subrecipient, lessee, third party contractor, or other participant may participate in that project. Consequently, in providing certifications and assurances that involve the compliance of its prospective subrecipients, the Applicant is strongly encouraged to take the appropriate measures, including but not limited to obtaining sufficient documentation from each subrecipient, to assure the validity of all certifications and assurances the Applicant has made to FTA. FTA may not award Federal assistance for the JARC Formula Grant Program until the Applicant provides these certifications by selecting Category ``19.''

A. As required by 49 U.S.C. 5316(f)(1), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307 applicable to Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) formula grants, and 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1), the Applicant for JARC Formula Program assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316, certifies on behalf of itself and its subrecipients, if any, as follows:

(1) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(A), the Applicant has or will have the legal, financial, and technical capacity to carry out its proposed program of projects, including the safety and security aspects of that program;

(2) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(B), the Applicant has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project 


equipment and facilities;

(3) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(C), the Applicant will adequately maintain the project equipment and facilities;


(4) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(D), the Applicant will assure that any elderly individual, any individual with disabilities, or any person presenting a Medicare card issued to himself or herself pursuant to title II or title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq. or 42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.), will be charged for transportation during non-peak hours using or involving a facility or equipment of a project financed with Federal assistance authorized 


under 49 U.S.C. 5316 not more than fifty (50) percent of the peak hour fare;

(5) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(E), the Applicant, in carrying out a procurement financed with Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316: (1) Will use competitive procurement (as defined or approved by FTA), (2) will not use exclusionary or discriminatory specifications in its procurements, (3) will comply with applicable Buy America laws, and (4) will comply with the general provisions for FTA assistance of 49 U.S.C. 5323 and the third party procurement requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5325;

(6) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5316(f)(1) and 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(F), the Applicant certifies that (1) with respect to financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316, it will conduct in ooperation with the appropriate MPO an areawide solicitation for applications, and make awards on a competitive basis and (2) with respect to financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316, it will conduct a statewide solicitation for applications, and make awards on a competitive basis; and that these activities will be carried out in a manner that complies with or will comply with 49 U.S.C. 5307(c);

(7) The Applicant has or will have available and will provide the amount of funds required by 49 U.S.C. 5316(h) for the local share, and that those funds will be provided from approved non-Federal sources except as permitted by Federal law;

(8) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(H), the Applicant will comply with: (1) 49 U.S.C. 5301(a) (requirements for public transportation systems that maximize the safe, secure, and efficient mobility of individuals, minimize environmental impacts, and minimize transportation-related fuel consumption and reliance on foreign oil); and (2) 49 U.S.C. 5301(d) (special efforts to design and provide public transportation for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities); and (3) 49 U.S.C. 5303 through 5306 (planning and private enterprise requirements).

B. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5316(d), the Applicant certifies that (1) with respect to financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316(c)(1)(A), it will conduct in cooperation with the appropriate MPO an areawide solicitation for applications, and make awards on a competitive basis and (2) with respect to financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316(c)(1)(B) or 49 U.S.C. 5316(c)(1)(C), it will conduct a statewide solicitation for applications, and make awards on a competitive basis;


C. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5316(f)(2), the Applicant certifies that any allocations to subrecipients of financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5316 will be distributed on a fair and equitable basis;


D. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5316(g)(2), the Applicant certifies that, before it transfers funds to a project funded under 49 U.S.C. 5336, that project has been or will have been coordinated with private nonprofit providers of services;

E. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5316(g)(3), The Applicant certifies that: (1) The projects it has selected or will select for assistance under that program were derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan; and (2) the plan was developed through a process that included representatives of public, private, and nonprofit transportation and human services providers and participation by the public; and

F. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5316(c)(3), before the Applicant uses funding apportioned under 49 U.S.C. 5316(c)(1)(B) or (C) for projects serving an area other than that specified in 49 U.S.C. 5316(2)(B) or (C), the Applicant certifies that the chief executive officer of the State, or his or her designee will have certified to the Federal Transit Administrator, apart from these certifications herein, that all of the objectives of 49 U.S.C. 5316 are being met in the area from which such funding would be derived.

18. NEW FREEDOM PROGRAM

Each Applicant for New Freedom Program assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5317 must provide the following certifications on behalf of itself and any subrecipient that may be implementing its project. Unless FTA determines otherwise in writing, the Applicant itself is ultimately responsible for compliance with its certifications and assurances even though a subrecipient, lessee, third party contractor, or other participant may participate in that project. Consequently, in providing certifications and assurances that involve the compliance of its prospective subrecipients, the Applicant is strongly encouraged to take the appropriate measures, including but not limited to obtaining sufficient documentation from each subrecipient, to assure the validity of all certifications and assurances the Applicant has made to FTA. FTA may not award Federal assistance for the New Freedom Program until the Applicant provides these certifications by selecting Category ``20.''

A. As required by 49 U.S.C. 5317(e)(1), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5310 applicable to New Freedom grants to the extent the Federal Transit Administrator or his or her designee determines appropriate, by 49 U.S.C. 5310(d)(1), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307 applicable to Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula grants to the extent the Federal Transit Administrator or his or her designee determines appropriate, and by 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1), the Applicant for New Freedom Program assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5317 certifies and assures on behalf of itself and its subrecipients, if any, as follows:

(1) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(A), the Applicant has or will have the legal, financial, and technical capacity to carry out its proposed program of projects, including the safety and security aspects of that program;

(2) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(B), the Applicant has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project equipment and facilities;

(3) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(C), the Applicant will adequately maintain the project equipment and facilities;

(4) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(E), the Applicant, in carrying out a procurement financed with Federal assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5317: (1) Will use competitive procurement (as defined or approved by FTA), (2) will not use exclusionary or discriminatory specifications in its procurements, (3) will comply with applicable Buy America laws, and (4) will comply with the general provisions for FTA assistance of 49 U.S.C. 5323 and the third party procurement requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5325;

(5) The Applicant has or will have available and will provide the amount of funds required by 49 U.S.C. 5317(g) for the local share, and that those funds will be provided from approved non-Federal sources except as permitted by Federal law; and    (6) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(H), the Applicant will comply with: 

(1) 49 U.S.C. 5301(a) (requirements for public transportation systems that maximize the safe, secure, and efficient mobility of individuals, minimize environmental impacts, and minimize transportation-related fuel consumption and reliance on foreign oil); 

(2) 49 U.S.C. 5301(d) (special efforts to design and provide public transportation for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities); and (3) 49 U.S.C. 5303 through 5306 (planning and private enterprise requirements);

B. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5317(d), the Applicant certifies that (1) with respect to financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5317(c)(1)(A), it will conduct in cooperation with the appropriate MPO an areawide solicitation for applications, and make awards on a competitive basis and (2) with respect to financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5317(c)(1)(B) or 49 U.S.C. 5317(c)(1)(C), it will conduct a statewide solicitation for applications, and make awards on a competitive basis;

C. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5317(f)(2), the Applicant certifies that, before it transfers funds to a project funded under 49 U.S.C. 5336, that project has been or will have been coordinated with private 
nonprofit providers of services;

D. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5317(e)(2), the Applicant certifies that any allocations to subrecipients of financial assistance authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5317 will be distributed on a fair and equitable basis; and

E. In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5317(f)(3), the Applicant certifies that: (1) projects it has selected or will select for assistance under that program were derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan; and (2) the plan was developed through a process that included representatives of public, private, and nonprofit transportation and human services providers and participation by the public.

19. TRIBAL TRANSIT PROGRAM

Each Applicant for Tribal Transit Program assistance must provide all certifications and assurances set forth below. Except to the extent that FTA determines otherwise in writing, FTA may not award any Federal assistance under the Tribal Transit Program until the Applicant provides these certifications and assurances by selecting Category ``22.''

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 5311(c)(1) that authorizes the Secretary of Transportation to establish terms and conditions for direct grants to Indian tribal governments, the Applicant certifies and assures as follows:


A. The Applicant assures that:

(1) It has or will have the necessary legal, financial, and managerial capability to apply for, receive, and disburse Federal assistance authorized for 49 U.S.C. 5311; and to carry out each project, including the safety and security aspects of that project;

(2) It has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project equipment and facilities;


(3) The project equipment and facilities will be adequately maintained; and

(4) Its project will achieve maximum feasible coordination with transportation service assisted by other Federal sources.

B. In accordance with 49 CFR 18.36(g)(3)(ii), the Applicant certifies that its procurement system will comply with the requirements of 49 CFR 18.36, or will inform FTA promptly that its procurement system does not comply with 49 CFR 18.36.

C. To the extent applicable to the Applicant or its Project, the Applicant certifies that it will comply with the certifications, assurances, and agreements in Category 08 (Bus Testing), Category 09 (Charter Bus Agreement), Category 10 (School Transportation Agreement), Category 11 (Demand Responsive Service), Category 12 (Alcohol Misuse and Prohibited Drug Use), and Category 14 (National Intelligent Transportation Systems Architecture and Standards) of this document.

D. If its application exceeds $100,000, the Applicant agrees to comply with the certification in Category 02 (Lobbying) of this document.

20. INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE PROJECTS

Each Applicant for Infrastructure Finance assistance authorized under 23 U.S.C. chapter 6, is required to provide the following certifications. FTA may not award Infrastructure Finance assistance to the Applicant until the Applicant provides these certifications by selecting Category ``23.''

A. As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(o), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307 applicable to Applicants seeking Infrastructure Finance assistance authorized under 23 U.S.C. chapter 6, and by 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1), the Applicant certifies as follows:

(1) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(A), the Applicant has or will have the legal, financial, and technical capacity to carry out its proposed program of projects, including the safety and security aspects of that program;

(2) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(B), the Applicant has or will have satisfactory continuing control over the use of project equipment and facilities;

(3) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(C), the Applicant will adequately maintain the project equipment and facilities;

(4) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(D), the Applicant will assure that any elderly individual, any individual with disabilities, or any person presenting a Medicare card issued to himself or herself pursuant to title II or title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq. or 42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.), will be charged for transportation during non-peak hours using or involving a facility or equipment of a project financed with Federal assistance authorized under 23 U.S.C. chapter 6, not more than fifty (50) percent of the peak hour fare;

(5) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(E), the Applicant, in carrying out a procurement financed with Federal assistance authorized under 23 U.S.C. chapter 6: (1) will use competitive procurement (as defined or approved by FTA), (2) will not use exclusionary or discriminatory specifications in its procurements, (3) will comply with applicable Buy America laws, and (4) will comply with the general provisions for FTA assistance of 49 U.S.C. 5323 and the third party procurement requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5325;

(6) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(F), the Applicant has complied with or will comply with the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5307(c). Specifically, it: (1) Has made available, or will make available, to the public information on the amounts available for Infrastructure Finance assistance, 23 U.S.C. chapter 6, and the projects it proposes to undertake; (2) has developed or will develop, in consultation with interested parties including private transportation providers, the proposed projects to be financed; (3) has published or will publish a list of projects in a way that affected citizens, private transportation providers, and local elected officials have the opportunity to examine the proposed projects and submit comments on the proposed projects and the performance of the Applicant; (4) has provided or will provide an opportunity for a public hearing to obtain the views of citizens on the proposed projects; (5) has assured or will assure that the proposed projects provide for the coordination of transportation services assisted under 49 U.S.C. 5336 with transportation services assisted by another Federal government source; (6) has considered or will consider the comments and views received, especially those of private transportation providers, in preparing its final list of projects; and (7) has made or will make the final list of projects available to the public;

(7) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(G), the Applicant has or will have available and will provide the amount of funds required for the local share, and that those funds will be provided from approved non-Federal sources except as permitted by Federal law;

(8) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(H), (1) the Applicant will comply with: 49 U.S.C. 5301(a) (requirements for public transportation systems that maximize the safe, secure, and efficient mobility of individuals, minimize environmental impacts, and minimize transportation-related fuel consumption and reliance on foreign oil); (2) 49 U.S.C. 5301(d) (special efforts to design and provide public transportation for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities); and (3) 49 U.S.C. 5303 through 5306 (planning and private enterprise requirements);

(9) In compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(I), the Applicant has a locally developed process to solicit and consider public comment before raising a fare or implementing a major reduction of public transportation;

(10) To the extent that the Applicant will be using funds authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5307 for the project, in compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5307(d)(1)(J), each Federal fiscal year, the Applicant will spend at least one (1) percent of those funds authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5307 for public transportation security projects (this includes only capital projects in the case of a Applicant serving an urbanized area with a population of 200,000 or more), unless the Applicant has certified to FTA that such expenditures are not necessary. Public transportation security projects include increased lighting in or adjacent to a public transportation system (including bus stops, subway stations, parking lots, and garages), increased camera surveillance of an area in or adjacent to that system, emergency telephone line or lines to contact law enforcement or security personnel in an area in or adjacent to that system, and any other project intended to increase the security and safety of an existing or planned public transportation; and

(11) To the extent that the Applicant will be using funds authorized under 49 U.S.C. 5307 for the project, in compliance with 49 U.S.C. 5309(d)(1)(K): (1) an Applicant that serves an urbanized area with a population of at least 200,000 will expend not less than one (1) percent of the amount it receives each Federal fiscal year under 49 U.S.C. 5307 for transit enhancements, as defined at 49 U.S.C. 5302(a), and (2) if it has received transit enhancement funds authorized by 49 U.S.C. 5307(k)(1), its quarterly report for the fourth quarter of the preceding Federal fiscal year includes a list of the projects it has implemented during that Federal fiscal year using those funds, and that report is incorporated by reference and made part of its certifications and assurances.

B. As required by 49 U.S.C. 5323(o), which makes the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5309 applicable to Applicants seeking Infrastructure Finance assistance authorized under 23 U.S.C. chapter 6, and by 49 U.S.C. 5309(g)(2)(B)(iii), 5309(g)(3)(B)(iii), and 5309(i)(2)(C), the Applicant certifies that it will not seek reimbursement for interest and other financing costs incurred in connection with the Project unless it is eligible to receive Federal assistance for those expenses and its records demonstrate that it has used reasonable diligence in seeking the most favorable financing terms underlying those costs, to the extent FTA may require.

21.  CERTIFICATION OF EQUIVALENT SERVICE
To the extent that non-accessible vehicles are being purchased for the applicant, operating as a public entity that provides demand responsive service for the general public, the following certification applies. When viewed in its entirety, the public entity’s demand responsive service offered to persons with disabilities, including persons who use wheelchairs, meets the standard for equivalent service set forth in 40 CFR 37.77(c).

22.    SPECIAL 5333(b) (formerly SECTION 13(c)) WARRANTY
FOR APPLICATION TO THE SMALL URBAN
AND RURAL PROGRAM
The following language shall be made part of the contract of assistance with the State or other public body charged with allocation and administration of funds provided under Rural General Public Transportation of the Act:

A.
General Application

The Public Body ________________________________________________________________ agrees that, in the absence of waiver by the Department of Labor, the terms and conditions of this warranty, as set forth below, shall apply for the protection of the transportation related employees of any employer providing transportation services assisted by the Project and the transportation related employees of any other surface public transportation providers in the transportation service area of the project.

The Public Body shall provide to the Department of Labor and maintain at all times during the Project an accurate, up-to-date listing of all existing transportation providers which are eligible Recipients of transportation assistance funded by the Project, in the transportation service area of the Project, and any labor organizations representing the employees of such providers.

Certification by the Public Body to the Department of Labor that the designated Recipients have indicated in writing acceptance of the terms and conditions of the warranty arrangement will be sufficient to permit the flow of Rural General Public Transportation funding in the absence of a finding of non-compliance by the Department of Labor.

B.
Standard Terms and Conditions

1. The Project shall be carried out in such a manner and upon such terms and conditions as will not adversely affect employees of the Recipient and of any other surface public transportation provider in the transportation service area of the Project.  It shall be an obligation of the Recipient and any other legally responsible party designated by the Public Body to assure that any and all transportation services assisted by the Project are contracted for and operated in such a manner that they do not impair the rights and interest of affected employees  The terms "Project," as used herein, shall not be limited to the particular facility, service, or operation assisted by Federal funds, but shall include any changes, whether organizational, operational, technological, or otherwise, which are a result of the assistance provided.  The phrase "as a result of the Project," shall when used in this arrangement, include events related to the Project occurring in anticipation of, during, and subsequent to the Project and any program of efficiencies or economics related thereto; provided, however, that volume rises and fall of business, or changes in volume and character of employment brought about by causes other than the Project (including any economies or efficiencies unrelated to the Project) are not within the purview of this arrangement.  An employee covered by this arrangement, who is not dismissed, displaced or otherwise worsened in his position with regard to his employment as a result of the Project, but who is not dismissed, displaced or otherwise worsened solely because of the total or partial termination of the Project, discontinuance of Project services, or exhaustion of Project funding shall not be deemed eligible for a dismissal or displacement allowance within the meaning of paragraphs (6) and (7) of the Model agreement or applicable provisions of substitute comparable arrangements.


2.
(a)
Where employees of a Recipient are represented for collective bargaining purposes, all Project services provided by that Recipient shall be provided under and in accordance with any collective bargaining agreement applicable to such employees which is then in effect.



 (b)
The Recipient or legally responsible party shall provide to all affected employees sixty (60) days' notice of intended actions which may result in displacement, dismissals, or rearrangements of the working forces.  In the case of employees represented by a union, such notice shall be provided by certified mail through their representatives.  The notice shall contain a full and adequate statement of the proposed changes, and an estimate of the number of employees affected by the intended changes, and the number and classifications of any jobs in the Recipient's employment available to be filed by such affected employees.



(c)
The procedures of this subparagraph shall apply to cases where notices involve employees represented by a union for collective bargaining purposes.  At the request of either the Recipient or the representatives of such employees negotiations for the purpose of reaching an agreement with respect to the application of the terms and conditions of this arrangement shall commence immediately.  If no agreement is reached within twenty (20) days from the commencement of negotiations, any party to the dispute may submit the matter to dispute settlement procedures in accordance with paragraph (4) of this warranty.  The foregoing procedures shall be compiled with and carried out prior to the institution of the intended action.

 
3.
For the purpose of providing the statutory required protections including those specifically mandated by Section 13(c) of the Act, the Public Body will assure as a condition of the release of funds that the Recipient agrees to be bound by the terms and conditions of the National (Model) section 13(c) agreement executed July 23, 1975, identified below 2, provided that other comparable arrangements may be substituted therefore, if approved by the Secretary of Labor and certified for inclusion in these conditions. 


4.   
Any dispute or controversy arising regarding the application, interpretation, or enforcement of any of the provisions of this arrangement which cannot be settled by and between the parties at interest within thirty (30) days after the dispute or controversy first arises, may be referred by any such party to any final and binding disputes settlement procedure acceptable to the parties, or in the event they cannot agree upon such procedure, to the Department of Labor or an impartial third party designated by the Department of Labor for final and binding determination.  The compensation and expenses of the impartial third party, and other jointly incurred expenses, shall be borne equally by the parties to the proceeding and all other expenses shall be paid by the party incurring them.



In the event of any dispute as to whether or not a particular employee was affected by the Project, it shall be his obligation to identify the Project and specify the pertinent facts of the Project relied upon.  It shall then be the burden of either the Recipient or other party legally responsible for the application of these conditions to prove that factors other than the Project affected the employees.  The claiming employee shall prevail if it is established that the Project had an effect upon the employee even if other factors may also have affected the employee.


5.
The Recipient will be financially responsible for the application of these conditions and will make the necessary arrangements so that any employee covered by these arrangements, or the union representative of such employee may file a claim of violation of these arrangements with the Recipient within sixty (60) days of the date he is terminated or laid off as a result of the Project, or within eighteen (18) months of the date his position, with respect to his employment is otherwise worsened as a result of the Project.  In the latter case, if the events giving rise to the claim have occurred over an extended period, the 18-month limitation shall be measured from the last such event.  No benefits shall be payable for any period prior to six (6) months from the date of the filing of any claim.



(a)
Such protective arrangements shall include, without being limited to, such provisions as may be necessary for (1) the preservation of rights, privileges, and benefits (including continuation of pension rights and benefits) under existing collective bargaining agreements or otherwise; (2) the continuation of collective bargaining rights; (3) the protection of individual employees against a worsening of their positions with respect to their employment; (4) assurances of employment to employees of acquired mass transportation systems and priority of re-employment of employees terminated or laid off; and (5) paid training and re-training programs.  Such arrangements shall include provisions protecting individual employees against a worsening of their positions with respect to their employment which shall in no event provide benefits less than those established pursuant to Section 5 (2)(f) of the Act of February 4, 1887 (24 Stat. 379), as amended.



(b)
For purposes of this warranty arrangement, Paragraphs (1); (2); (5); (15); (22; (23); (26); (27); (28); and (29) of the Model Section 13 (c) Agreement, executed July 23, 1975 are to be omitted.

6. Nothing in this arrangement shall be construed as depriving any employee of any rights or benefits which such employee may have under existing employment or collective bargaining agreements, nor shall this arrangement be deemed a waiver of any rights of any other arrangement or provision of federal, state or local law.

7. In the event any employee covered by these arrangements is terminated or laid off as a result of the Project, he shall be granted priority of employment or re-employment to fill any vacant position within the control of the Recipient for which he is, or by training or re-training within a reasonable period, can become qualified.  In the event training or re-training is required by such employment or re-employment, the Recipient or other legally responsible party designated by the Public Body shall provide for such training or re-training at no cost to the employee.

8. The Recipient will post, in a prominent and accessible place, a notice stating that the Recipient has received Federal assistance under the Urban Mass Transportation Act and has agreed to comply with the provisions of Section 13(c) of the Act.  This notice shall also specify the terms and conditions set forth herein for the protection of employees.  The Recipient shall maintain and keep on file all relevant books and records in sufficient detail as to provide the basic information necessary to the proper application, administration and enforcement of these arrangements and to the proper determination of any claims arising thereunder.

9. Any labor organization which is the collective bargaining representative of employees covered by these arrangements may become a party to these and the Department of Labor.  In the event of any disagreement that such labor organization represents covered employees, or is otherwise eligible to become a party to these arrangements, as applied to the Project, the dispute as to whether such organizations shall participate shall be determined by the Secretary of Labor.

10. In the event the Project is approved for assistance under the Act, the foregoing terms and conditions shall be made part of the contract of assistance between the federal government and the Public Body or Recipient of Federal funds; provided, however, that this arrangement shall not merge into the contract of assistance, but shall be independently binding and enforceable by and upon the parties thereto, and by any covered employee or his representative, in accordance with its terms, nor shall any other employee protective agreement merge into this arrangement, but each shall be independently binding and enforceable by and upon the parties thereto, in accordance with its terms.

C.  Waiver

As a part of the grant approval process, either the Recipient or other legally responsible party designated by the Public Body may in writing seek from the Secretary of Labor a waiver of the statutory required projections.  The Secretary will waive these protections in cases, where at the time of the requested waiver, the Secretary determines that there are no employees of the Recipient or any other surface public transportation providers in the transportation service area who could be potentially affected by the Project.  A 30-day notice of proposed waiver will be given by the Department of Labor and in the absence of timely objection, the waiver will become final at the end of the 30-day notice period.  In the event of timely objection, the Department of Labor will review the matter and determine whether a waiver shall be granted.  In the absence of waiver, these projections shall apply to the Project.

D.  Acceptance of Warranty


I,____________________________________ , ____________________________________, by the signatures on the following page, do hereby certify that the  ____________________________________   has agreed to the terms and conditions of this Warranty and will accept this agreement as part of the contract of assistance with the Mississippi Department of Transportation.

23.  CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION STATEMENT
I, ____________________________________, Director of the Applicant do hereby certify that it is categorically excluded from having an Environmental Assessment based on the fact that this project proposes to 

*

____________________________________.

24.  MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR CERTIFICATION

All vehicles and equipment received by a Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) contractor through the Elderly and Disabled grant program must be regularly inspected and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications, as well as the MDOT prescribed preventive maintenance policies.  Damaged equipment and vehicles purchased with these grant funds are subject to inspection by the Mississippi Department of Transportation at any time.  Failure to properly fulfill the requirements of this maintenance and repair certification may result in vehicles and equipment being withdrawn from the Agency and/or the denial of future applications from the Agency for Elderly and Disabled Program assistance.

25.  ADA PARATRANSIT ASSURANCE

I, ____________________________________, Executive Director of the Applicant agree that the Applicant is in compliance with the paratransit provisions of The Americans With Disabilities Act and have provided the following as appropriate:

1. A written ADA Plan.

2. Public Hearings were held to allow for public comments;

3. Notices and materials pertaining to our program, comment period, and public hearings were made available in a form that persons with visions and hearing impairment can use;

4. Vehicles and equipment are capable of accommodating all the users for which the service was designed and are maintained in proper operating condition;

5. Sufficient spare vehicles available to maintain the levels of service called for in their respective programs;

6. Personnel has been or will be trained to operate vehicles and equipment safely and properly treat disabled users of the service in a courteous and respectful way;

7. Adequate assistance and information concerning the use of our service is available to disabled persons; and

Assuring that service is provided in a timely manner; that these transportation services are reasonable in comparison to the service provided to the general public; and that these services meet a significant fraction of the actual transportation needs of disabled persons.

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2009 CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES FOR FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

(Signature page alternative to providing Certifications and Assurances in TEAM-Web) 

Name of Applicant:      
The Applicant agrees to comply with applicable provisions of Categories 01 – 25. Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
; No  FORMCHECKBOX 

OR 

The Applicant agrees to comply with applicable provisions of the Categories it has selected: 

	Category
	Description
	Enter X”

	
	
	

	01.
	Assurances Required For Each Applicant.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	02.
	Lobbying Certification.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	03.
	Procurement Compliance.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	04.
	Protection for Private Transportation Providers.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	05.
	Public Hearing.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	06.
	Acquisition of Rolling Stock For Use in Revenue Service.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	07.
	Acquisition of Capital Assets by Lease
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	08.
	Bus Testing.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	09.
	Charter Service Agreement.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	10.
	School Transportation Agreement.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	11.
	Demand Responsive Service.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	12.
	Alcohol Misuse and Prohibited Drug Use.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	      13.


	Intelligent Transportation Systems.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	      14.


	Clean Fuels Grant Program.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15.
	Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula Grant Program.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	16.
	Nonurbanized Area Formula Program For States.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	17.
	Job Access and Reverse Commute Formula Grant Program. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	18.
	New Freedom Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	19.
	Tribal Transit Program
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	20.
	Infrastructure Finance Projects.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	21.
	Certification of Equivalent Service
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	22.
	Special 5333(b) Warranty for Application to the Small and Rural Program.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	23.
	Categorical Exclusion Statement.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	24.
	Maintenance and Repair Certification
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	
	

	25.
	ADA Paratransit Assurance.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2010 FTA CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES SIGNATURE PAGE

(Required of all Applicants for FTA assistance and all FTA Grantees with an active capital or formula project) 

AFFIRMATION OF APPLICANT 

Name of Applicant:      
Name and Relationship of Authorized Representative:      
BY SIGNING BELOW, on behalf of the Applicant, I declare that the Applicant has duly authorized me to make these certifications and assurances and bind the Applicant's compliance. Thus, the Applicant agrees to comply with all Federal statutes, regulations, executive orders, and directives, and with the certifications and assurances as indicated on the foregoing page applicable to each application it makes to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in Federal Fiscal Year 2010. 

FTA intends that the certifications and assurances the Applicant selects on the other side of this document, as representative of the certifications and assurances in this document, should apply, as provided, to each project for which the Applicant seeks now, or may later, seek FTA assistance during Federal Fiscal Year 2010. 

The Applicant affirms the truthfulness and accuracy of the certifications and assurances it has made in the statements submitted herein with this document and any other submission made to FTA, and acknowledges that the Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986, 31 U.S.C. 3801 et seq., and implementing U.S. DOT regulations, "Program Fraud Civil Remedies," 49 CFR part 31 apply to any certification, assurance or submission made to FTA. The criminal fraud provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1001 apply to any certification, assurance, or submission made in connection with a Federal public transportation program authorized in 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 or any other statute 

In signing this document, I declare under penalties of perjury that the foregoing certifications and assurances, and any other statements made by me on behalf of the Applicant are true and correct. 

Signature:  







Date:      
Name      
Authorized Representative of Applicant 

AFFIRMATION OF APPLICANT'S ATTORNEY 

For (Name of Applicant):       

As the undersigned Attorney for the above named Applicant, I hereby affirm to the Applicant that it has authority under State, local, or tribal government law, as applicable, to make and comply with the certifications and assurances as indicated on the foregoing pages. I further affirm that, in my opinion, the certifications and assurances have been legally made and constitute legal and binding obligations on the Applicant. 

I further affirm to the Applicant that, to the best of my knowledge, there is no legislation or litigation pending or imminent that might adversely affect the validity of these certifications and assurances, or of the performance of the project. 

Signature_______________________________________________ Date:      
Name      
Attorney for Applicant 

Each Applicant for FTA financial assistance and each FTA Grantee with an active capital or formula project must provide an Affirmation of Applicant’s Attorney pertaining to the Applicant’s legal capacity. The Applicant may enter its signature in lieu of the Attorney’s signature, provided the Applicant has on file this Affirmation, signed by the attorney and dated this Federal fiscal year. 

IX:    REQUIRED EXHIBITS

The items listed below must be included with the application package and identified respectively as Exhibits to the application.

Route schedules and maps

List of Private Sector Operators

Letters of Support

Current Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 

Audit Documents

Indirect Plan

Current Capital Replacement Plan

Regional Coordination Plan

X.  SINGLE AGENCY AUDIT CERTIFICATION
XI.  APPENDIX A - Route Map Sample



i

